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M o About Saucers

Carson

_—.._- ? 2 ! 2 % . Egan .
Pi iest Finds ‘Whirring’ Disc . Hendon __
In Yard and Holds It for FBI /¥ Quim Tum

7‘.\" ease /

Chieago, July 6 wp.—A Cathu—[F_l}j_ office said he l1adn‘fw_llg§rd Mi A% ;r.—_—j-'——-
{lic priest at Grafton, Wis, said“z"eﬁ;’:_,.-m« bout { [“-"---a:"f..s.__,.{_.ﬁ but t I“‘-l__i’.“ offi- sraps N?‘r’ul'.u—-
| oaTeRt fhab s Tound, eraotsc, = report_might be &t his office. SF M
_1m_, J b, The flying dises have been re- TNy 11
|which.mighiphe one of tremayster- . P " S 19 \J]* -
| oms Sy BT +- dl ported “seen” by persons in 30 \{/ :
,_m[ MLy, | "'\“;‘ﬂ“"a"{a"l'!"ﬂf hel States, but Brasky's dise was the
& - X J-“’ﬂ:’""?%ﬁ l first one that actually had heen
— “J_-gt??e Federal gound—if that is what we= found.
&é—%‘-‘kv & Sll- His report came a few hours
T el pimeis s abafla 45'aftel° a military plune made an
E‘g'ri;l : ‘l.'rnotl't\‘i'lxx- ukee sfl"d hefuusuccassful spoed- dash in. &t
’z‘ 5 ROELL BLEIWA ) B itempt to track dowr one of the

jheard/ 8 s\vish_mg and whirringlgicoq and the Army and seientisis|
noise this morning. A second later,|gouoht to ascertain whether coas)-
he_ said he’ heard a thud and & to-coast rveports about the discs!
{mild explosion. | ooming through tae sky were fact
| He investigated and found a .. faney. 1
sheet metal disc about 18 inches inl " Army planes scoured the north-|
|diameter, resembling a cireular et Pacific skies for them without |
|saw blade. , |success today and one “eyewitness” |
| *“The object still was Wwarm,|even reported having seen one of|
weighed about four 01"ﬁ\fe pounds!the dises take off in Arizona. Al
and was about one eighth of an|s{, Louis railroad man exhibited |
inch thick,” he said. |some paper “dises” he said he had|
[ There was a hole about one|seen floating over St Louis. !
!inch in diameter in the middle of|

| the dise, he said, and in the upen-‘ The flying saucers which have
|ing were “gadgets and Sﬂmekheeu reported skimming through
| wires. B Fiat L

| The priest said he did not krmw'Amenm.;S JeE a,t i u;? -
if his discovery were impm‘laut.'ilzm mlies_ have eluded the usual-

- whether it might be an elab-| 7 keen %\9 of rad‘ar. i .
ate practical joke, He said he| k_Cagt.. S B]:{?“n.“l tt.he_A_‘tm:‘;
Ltaiygjﬁgg‘_mm!‘gl_ﬁfﬂs, Ad. | ir Forces public relations s

if. . Johnson of the Milwaukee| See SAUCERS, Page 3, Col.
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- Priest Finds ¢,

In Yard and Holds |

said the Army Airways Communi-
cations Service had reported late
yesterday that so far its radar|
|scopes throughout the country|
|have been unable to pick up any
strange objects in flight. |
| And in the Pacific Northwest—
where most of -the t‘l*-happy plat-|
ters have been reportéd—the Army |
has radar equipment which can!
pierce fog and darkness and pick
up objects in the sky 200 miles|
away. |

Even so, Brown acknowledged!-
that the Air Forces had decided|
“there’s something to this” and|
had been checking it for 10 days. |

“And we still haven’t the slight-
est idea what they could be,” he|
added.

And a new wrinkle—the report-
ed landing of a fleet of eight skim-
ming platters—was reported from
Idaho in ful] view of 10 persons. A.
Dishman, Idaho housewife, said
she and others in her party had
seen the saucers land on a moun-
tainside near St. Maries, Idaho.

he said they came into view at|
aigextreme speed, suddenly slowed,
a then “fluttered like leaves to
tige ground.”

“The mysterious part was th
we couldn’t see them after th
landed,” she said. “We could se
them flutter down into the timbes
vet we couldn’t see that they did
anything to the trees.”

She said she hoped to hike into
the timber tomorrow and search
for the objects which she said were
sancer-shaped but resembled wash-
tubs more than disks and were
“about the size of a five-room
house.”

Locally, Hazen Kennedy of 2615
4th st. ne. reported he had seen
one passing over the Northeast
section of the city at about 8:40
p. m

This would be the first one re-
ported over the District, although
others have been reported over
nearby Maryland.

Kennedy, who has 125 hours
flying time as a student pilot in|
the Army Air Forces to his credit,
said he believed the saucer he!
had seen was traveling at “well|
over” 1000 miles an hour at an|
altitude of between 1200 and 1500
feet.

“The best way T can describe It,”|
said Kennedy, “was that it looked|
like an orange lamp bulb without|
the socket. It was going faster than|
any jet plane I've ever seen.” |

In Hagerstown, Md., Mrs, Marg-|

n Ganoe, 30, said she had see

/e of the dises, racing in 2-18|

rmation at “terrific speed,” fro

most of them were tinged with a| Ay
|slight tendency to laugh off ihei to the limit of how far a person

'whole thing. | lcan see,” he wrote, “all objects

In the wake or wnese n

itness accounts came a new series ™

[ comments, and explanations, buti

Dr. Winfred Overholser, nation-|

intendent of St. Elizabeths Hos-|
pital here, said it “has some of the!
earmarks of being national hys-|
teria.”

“Everytime someone comes up
with a sea-serpent story,” said Dr.|
Overholser, “others with vivid|
imaginations are sure they havé!
seen the same thing.

“The critical faculty in man, the
last one he received, is still not!
very well developed. Secratch the
surface and you find the same mass
hysteria which predominated dur-
ing the witcheraft scare.” Some
persons are quite ready to see
things and follow beliefs.”

Dr. Overholser said that when
he made his rounds of the mental
patients yesterday at St. Eliza-

| beths not a one ¢commented on the

flving saucers story.

“I think they may be a little
skeptical,” he added.

However, Dr. Overholser said he
wgsn't trying to dismiss the matter
a4 a joke “because there are 80|
nfany strange things going on to-

v that one can’: be sure.”

Maj. Alexander P. de Seversky,|
I'n{; d aircraft designer, told Rhe
Poft by telephone from New York
thgt until he sees a flying saucer
he “wouldn’t like to pass judg-
ment.”

He agreed with Dr! Overholser
that much if not all of the story
may be because of hysteria.

“After all,” he said, “we are
more or less an hysterical Nation.”

Major de.Seversky said it was pos-|

sible that the persons who elaim
to have seen the aerial discs have
i‘nstead glimpsed the exhaust of
jet-propelled planes.

He conceded, too,‘that they
might be guided missiles let loose
as part of an experiment, but
added:

“I don't think the Government
would fire them so promiscuously.
They would test them in one spot,
in an isolated area, like they did
the atomie bomb.”

Maj. Gen. Curtis E. LeMay, who
as Deputy Chief of Air Staff for
Research and Development would
know if the saucers involved ex-
periments with guided missiles,
commented:

“Whatever these people have

er backporch. “They sounded li:
a faraway train,"” she said.

(seen it hasn't' been anything re-
|sulting from experiments by the
Army Air Forces. As for as I'm
concerned there's nothing to it
at all. The whole thing i

o "

iaudis-
es has»
attain

h
Wi

“There’'s L
about guidec
said.

Howard W.

said
he

Blakeslee, Associ-

o-| ated Press science editor, said the

whole business may be an optical
illusion.
“At any distance which is close

apprar round or mearly so. Th's

jally known psychiatrist and super-| law of sight covers both small

‘uu‘lgs seen nearby and large nivs
at great distances, ]

“The one outstanding fact about
virtually all the saucers is that
they had structure — they

eemed merely round and flat.
[That description fits exactly with
ithe tricks that eyes play. This
fLrickiness varies with differences
{in weather and lighting."

| However, Nova Hart, St. Louis
!mechanic who was trained during
service in the war to spot all types
of aircraft, Yyesterday offered a
minute description of one of the
flying patterns which he claimed he
saw flying at an altitude of about
300 feet. |
Reporter Sees One |

He described it as circular with
a ribbed framework and silver
gray in color. He said it appeared
to have a motor with a propeller
attached in the center and that it
kept turning like an airplane do-
ing a slow roll, !

Although many explanations
have been offered, none has been
cqnvincing. A Los Angeles news
pdper quoted an unnamed nucleay
pYysicist as saying the silvery dised
rgsulted from experiments in thg
“{ransmutation of atomie energy.”

|l This report was rapidly herded

[[into the hoax column by David

(| Lilienthal, chairman of the Atomic
Energy Commission, and several

|[prominent atomic scientists,

| Starr Expects Word

|l Louis E, Starr, national com-

i mander of the Veterans of Foreign

{|Wars, announced Saturday at Co-
lumbus, Ohio, that he was expect-
ing “momentarily” information
from Washington which would ex-
plain the dashing discs. But the
message never arrived.

The Air Forces said that Gen.
Carl Spaatz, Air Forces chief, was |
in the Pacific Northwest where!
most of the saucers have been re-
ported, but added that his trip |
there was planned two months |
ago, long before the saucers scare. |
General Spaatz is expected back in
Washington late tomorrow. |
_ Muroc Army Air Field in Cali-|
\fornia had a P-80 jet fighter stand
ing by, and the National Guard i
I(bregon had prepared six regulfr |
|fighters tn give chase shouid,
‘saucers be reported nearby. ¢ |

no
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BY bP‘CIﬁL MESSENGER
August 5, 1947

Director of Intelligence

¥ar Department General Staff
The Pentagon

Washington 25, D, C,

Attention: Colonel L. R, Forney, Chief, Security Group

John Edgar Hoover - Director, Federal Bursau of Investlgation

FRED R, REIBOLD

There are attached hereto copies of a letter received from the
above-captioned .individual, together with copies of a newspaper 011ﬁ31w3
enclosure, concerning “flying discs,."

¥r. Relbold's letter has been acknowledged and ha hgs been advised

18t ¢opies of hils letter have been furnished to you for your consideration.

--rk--,n-u.rn— Tt PR
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‘Flying Saucer Just
Someone’s Pipe Dream’
T

he “flying saucer” that fe]l |
near 2319 liimehaugh Avenue
Mond‘ay evening was nothing
but “ashes from somebody’s pipe
dream.”

So says Dr, 4% 48 Kenny, head
of the r.':cml'.ﬁtry department at
the Creighton College of Den-
tistry. He had two students an- |
alyze the ashes, They found 50-
dium, potassium, j
Bum, carbonate, gy

nt carbon, he sajd.
his is the same analysis you
would get from ordinarypipe to-
baceo,” Dy, Kenny sajgd =
——
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July 11, 1947.

Dear Sirs
Have you seen one of the mysterious "Saucers"?
What did it look 1like?
Do you think these strange, celestial manifesta-

tions are harbingers of a better day?

Do you believe it means that a new and revolutionary

advance is coming?
Will it make your life brighter, happier, more
useful?
We believe one of these startling discs is on its
way to you. Then the secret will be out.
The Combined and Amalgamated Committee

of Sky-Scanners, Disc Decipherers and
New-Product Introducers.
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TO : MR, D. M. LA%§5(¥ DATE:

FrRoM : H. B. FLETCHER
SUBJECT: ; /

At 10:45 a.me, July 7, 1947, I talked to SAC Johnson of the
Milwaukee Office concerning the United Press item appearing in the
Washington Post for Monday, July 7, with reference to a flying disc
or flying saucer allegedly reported to the Milwaukee Office by
Reverend JosepiBrasky of St. Joseph's Church, Grafton, Wisconsin.

ey
£

<
-2

2

e
BEREERENERNNERAEE

SAC Johnson advised that the Associated Press and the Unite€q
Press between the hours 1:00 and 6:00 a.m. today had made inquiry off
him as to whether anything had been reported to the Milwaukee Officés
He declined to comment, He stated as a matter of fact the priest had
not made any contact with him, and he learned from the Associated Press
that the priest was intoxicated and as far as the Associated Press was
concerned they were not releasing the story because all that was involved
was a circular saw. Mr. Johnson stated the Milwaukee Sentinel apparently
sent the report out and that they handled United Press service. He stated
a photograph of the priest was in this morning's paper holding a circular
saw which apparently covers the body of the priest from arm pit to arm pit.
Attached to the saw are several wires and two small tubes described as
about three inches long and one inch in diameter. The news item in the
Milwaukee Sentinel indicates it was believed some prankster had thrown it
into the yard, perhaps with a firecracker attached. Mr. Johnson stated the
Milwaukee Sentinel had stated the priest would make a report of this matter
today to the Milwaukee Office, I instructed SAC Johnson in the event the
priest made a report to furnish details of the report immediately, but in
view of the nature of the information in his possession, no inquiry should
be conducted at the present,
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Speaking at Castelgandolfo, his
gummer home, Pius XII asserted
that the world today has men who
ignore not only the Church, but the
“very rudiments of religion itself;”
men who see no evil in evil deeds
and lust and would spurn “the
primary norms of morals and jus-
tice;” “there ave cynies who would

.| deride holy things and weak men
who would permit these offenses

tolpass.s

Despite this turmoil, His Holi-
ness said, “there are great rays
of hope and fields white with har-
vest for those who labor to bring

Christ to the world.” He stressed |

the oath of the Jesuits, which en-

ables them to bring “a spirit pre-||

pared and prompt to obey in all
things the true Spouse of Christ
. .. our holy Mother Church.”
In another audience, held for the
Most Rev, Emmanuel Suarez, O.P.,
and the Dominicans who elected

Ita



TU N
WU17 47/46 2 EXTRA COLLECT

SAN MARCOX TEX JULY 7 1947 714P

WASHDC _7
CHECK FILES IN INVENTORS COUNCIL FOR DRAWING OF MULTI-APRING
CATAPULT THIS INVENTION SENT BY ME TO WAR DEPARTMENT IN 1945
POSSIBLE LEAKAGE OF INFORVATION HAS RESULTED MY DEVICE OR
VARIATION THERE FROM COULD CONCIEVABLY CATAPULT A DISC AND IN

SILENCE FOR SEVERAL MILES :HEORDED
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DL =Day Legter

NL =Night Letrer
LC =Deferred Cable
NLT =Cable Night Letter
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uﬁice,.Memomndam . UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

D. M. Ladd < DATE: 7.10-47

Tolson
E. Ao T8

« Clegg
Glavin

FROM: -t J. P. Coyné

| d
y | o NichdIs
SPRJECT: J. UJWATTS, JR. -

Informant

BEEEENREEESE

Mr, Mohr

Mr. PennInZton
Mr. Quinn Tamm
Tele. Room

Mr. Hease
[FETS TS ) me—
g e
There is being attached hereto a Nestern Union telegram
received from the above individual in which infermation is
furnished concerning a ttdisc." This telegram has been acknowledg

ACTION:
It is recommended that this t elegram be turned over 1o the

Liaison Section in order that they may make the information contgine
therein available to the War Department.

Attachment







‘Samcer’ Stories
Disk Found

L
B e,

IS0 ops

Tries to Call E‘Brﬁi}in -~

Discovers a Circular

Blade With Teeth;
Other Disks ‘Seen’

Picture on Picture Page
he “what is it?" which Father
Jpseph Brasky said he found early
nday on the lawn of St. Joseph's
|Catholic church in Grafton may be
|just another gadget to add to Fa-,
'ther Brasky's already sizable col-
lection.
| Those who saw it Sunday said
|“what is it?" was a circular saw
blade with a few wires attached.
Father Brasky, who said he knew of
no sawmills in the area, would not
claim it was a “flying saucer” when
he called newspapermen to his
home.
“It may or may not be one of those
flying disks that have been report-
% all over the country,” he said.
et's just call it a ‘what is it?"”
Meanwhile, in Milwaukee and
her points in Wisconsin, severall
(Persons reported seeing the “flying
\saucers.” Father Brasky's disk,

Priest Hears a ‘Bang,"

{however, was the only case here in
which the “landing” of a “saucer"|
was reported.

Hears “Bang,” Finds Disk

Father Brasky gave the follow-
|ing account of how he found the ob-
ject, a steel plate 19 inches in di-
ameter, about an eighth of an inch
Ithick and with saw teeth.

“I usually get up about 5 a.m, on
Sundays. I was at the front door
of my house, about to take my dog
out for a walk, '‘when I heard a
‘hang!" like a big firecracker. I

{on the church lawn.

“Although the grass was still wet
\from the night rain, the disk was
too Jhot to pick up. 1 noticed the
gl ball had been knocked off one
of the lightning rods on the church,
so J suppose it struck that in land-
ling."”

Father Brasky said he did not
bother to show the disk to any of his
parishioners Sunday. He tried to
telephone an FBI agent whom he
knows, but was unable to reach him
Sunday, he added. Asked whether
|it could have been the work of a
practical joker, Father Brasky re-
plied: “Could be. I don’t know.”

toward stiesoough and UISEPPSAred,
she said. It was flying high and
appeared illuminated, according to
Mrs. Hoffman.

“It looked like a small meat plat-
ter,” Mrs. Hoffman asserted.

Glenn Rowden of Detroit claimed
he saw a “saucer,” about 50 inches
in diameter, over Billy Mitchell field
at 10:05 p.m. when he alighted from
an airplane. He said it was in sight
for 90 seconds.

William Humphrey, who lives
with his wife in a quonset hut at
3148 S. 20th st., telephoned police |
at 9 p.m. Sunday that he-mad.diss,
Humphrey had seen a slightly illu-
minated disk which appeared to fall

The disk, apparently of steel, had
a one and three-eighth inch'hdle in
the center. Through it ran a few
wires. To each end of the cluster

| {of wires was attached what looked

like a small condenser about three
inches long. The condenserlike ob-
jects were wrapped in black tape
which still was sticky, The disk was
greasy and somewhat dirty.
Stamped on it was: “Approved,
| Dunlap.”

Father Brasky declined to part
with the disk. He showed a number
of items in his trinket collection.
All of them had something to do
with fishing, Father Brasky's favor-
ite sport. They included his “bass
bottles,” beer bottles with the head
of a fish —and a fish pole from
Manila which folds up into a cane.
When opened, it extends to 12 feet.

-l use it in reaching folks whg,
can't be touched with a 10 foot pole,”
Father Brasky quipped.

Others Report “Saucers”

Father Brasky also passed out
copies of his recent publication,
“Fish Tales.”

“I'm going to revise this thing,”
he explained. “TI've got some new
and better tales to put in it.”

There were other reports around
Milwaukee and Wisconsin of “fly-
ing saucers.” Mrs. Anthony Hoff-
man, 3410 W, Layton ‘av., said she
and her husband saw one at &
p.m, Sunday flying toward Billy
Mitchell field from the northwest.

stepped outside and found this diskLIWhen it neared the field, it veered

to earth near Pulaski high school.
Mrs, Humphrey said Monday that
her husband tried unsuccessfully to
photograph the disk.

Changed Colors, He Says

Erwin Rottman, 1328 N, 19th ., |
claimed he saw three of them flyifg |
through the air in a northwestedy
direction at 6 p.m. Sunday. Thdy
turned from orange to gold to silver |
| befare disappearing, he said.

Reports came also from Janes- |
ville, where Mr, and Mrs. Alva Sie- |
vert and Mr, and Mrs. Howard Roth
reported seeing a flying disk about
11:35 p.m. Saturday, The Roths
were leaving the Sievert home when
Sievert saw it, according to Roth.
It appeared to be several thousand
\feet up and about 10 miles away,
Roth said. He described it as vague-
ly resembling the moon and as hav-
Hegsaaregular motion in a’ counter-
clockwise, elongated orbit. It ap-
peared to Roth to be moving faster
than an airplane. He said it was
yvellow on its face, ‘but when it
turned it looked silver,

Roth said that the four of them
viewed the disk for 10 minutes,

Stopped in Sky, Claim
“It fluttered around, faded out!
and came back again, and once i
just stopped and hung there fo
about two minutes,” Roth said. “Thg¢ |
last time we saw it, it had a ve

bmwe Turn to page 3, col. 5

"?'Eﬂ
e

RECO
£

—




i

‘Saucer’ Tales

Buzz in State

Disk Found by a Priest
Is Circular Saw; Others
Seen by Milwaukeeans

From page 1, column 3

noticeable tail. When it disap-

peared entirely, it just popped out.”
Janesville police reported a tele-
|phone call from a Dick Thompson,

|who said he saw flying disks about
112:15 a.m. Sunday.

t Oshkosh, Mrs, L. A, Davis re-

| pfrted that she and her husband had

[

sighted one of the mysterious disks

| whizzing over the city at 6:45 p.m.

| Sunday.

She said they were driving on a
town road six miles west of Osh-
kosh, headed east toward the city,
when they first sighted the object
“flying very fast and very high.”

At first, she said, it looked like an
airplane and then loomed larger and
larger until it “appeared as big as
the sun.”

Stops Car, Disk Vanishes
Her husband stopped the car so
that they could get a getter look at
the disk, which appeared round and
silvery, but by the time they got out

|of the car the object had dis-
appeared, she said.

At Green Bay, Eugene Le Plant
reported that he and his 12 year old
son, Duane, had seen a rapidly mov-
ing silver ball or disk about 6:30
p.m. Wednesday while working in
his garden on the western edge of

the city. Le Plant said he saw the|

object silhouetted against a dark
cloud to the north and that he agd
hid son watched it for three or four
miputes while it moved away to tk
noghwest Le Plant said he cou
not} estimate the altitude or d
tance, but that it “definitely was not

an airplane.”
|

Laws-of Eyesight Clarifs-
Reports of Flying Saucers

By HOWARD W. BLAKESLEE
Associated Press Science Editor

New York, N. Y.— The. flying
saucers may be explained by cer-
tain laws of eyesight.

All objects appear round or
nearly so at any distance close to
the limit of how far a person can
see,

If the objects are seen by re-
flected light, as in most cases re-
ported, they are almost certain to
be round, and if the reflections
are sunlight then the sizes report-
ed are those which would be ex-
pected from distant light reflec-
tions.

Descriptions of virtually all the
saucers as round and flat fit ex-
actly with the tricks that eyes
play. This trickiness varies with
differences in weather and light-
ing.

This writer has seen flying sauc-
ers over Long Island sound, not
only this year but in previous
years. They were round, bright
and moving fast. But they were
no mystery because they were

light reflected from the bodies of .

airplanes that soon identified
themselves by changing course
and coming near enough to be
seen distinctly,

Many descriptions of move-
ments of the flying saucers fit
with the common maneuvers of
airplanes, singly or in groups.
Some of the maneuvering report-

ed, which took saucers out of sight
and back into sight again, resem-
bles what ean be seen while
watching distant airplanes.

Whether planes are guided, pi-
lotless or jet, they all would look
the same at great distances.

Mirages, Traveler Says

Philadelphia, Pa. -(/)- Dr. Aurel
Aczel, editor of a Hungarian lan-
guage newspaper, expressed belief
that the flying saucers were mi-
rages—possibly circularly distort-
ed reflections of real airplanes
many miles away. A world-wide
traveler, Dr. Aczel said:

“Years ago I have seen similar
things on the Egyptian desert and
on the Buszta (Hungarian plain),
At sea I have also seen mirages of
ships known to be a great distgnce
away.

“In July and August, and some-
times even in June, atmosphgric
conditions are espeeially adapta-
ble to the creation of mirages.”
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Who, what, where, why are flying disks? The fear’s biggest mystery produced
these Sunday photos while reports came from{ everywhere and everyone that
the saucers were everywhere. Top left, a moviefcamera is fitted to a P-51 fighter
plane at Portland, Ore., as Oregon national guard planes are made ready to chase
the disks. Lower, Mrs. Walter Johnson (right) of Spokane, Wash., and her chil-
dren pose and tell how they saw the saucers land on a mountainside in Idaho gnd

sappear. Right, is Father Joseph Brasky of St. Joseph's Catholic church at
Grafton, Wis., with the disk he reported struck his church early Sunday. It
turned out that the disk was a prankster made projectile, featuring a Dunlop cir-
cular saw blade. Note that something apparently took a glass ball off one of the
lightning rods. A whole lot of Milwaukeedns reported that they saw the saucers
traveling past Sunday night. —AP Wirephotos and Journal Staff
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Jet Fighters
Alerted

SAN FRANCISCO, July 6—(®
— Military aircraft. hunted the
skfes over Pacific Coast states
tgday for sight of the mysterious
“Ylying saucers” that for 12 days

ve puzzled the entire country.

Early reports of results were
negative.

Five P-51s of the Oregon Na-
tional Guard cruised over the
Cascade Mountains of Washing-
ton—the area where the strange

objects first were reported sight-
ed. A sixth circled over Portland,
in constant radio contact with the
other five. All carried photo-
graphic equipment.

Col. G. R. Dodson, command-
ing, described their flight as a
“routine patrol,” but said they
had been instructed to watch for
the flying discs.

t Manhattan Beach, Calif., A,

McKelvey took a Mustan
fighter plane up above Van Nuys
Fagr two hours he cruised at 35:

feet, but “didn’t see a thing.

Gen. Carl Spaatz, commandan
of the Army Air Forces, was on a
Pacific Northwest fishing trip.
He denied knowing anything
about the flying discs — or of

plans to use AAF planes to look
for them,

JET FIGHTER SET

“I've been out of touch with
things for four or five days,”
he said.

Louis E. Starr, national com-
mander-in-chief of the Veterans
of Foreign Wars, yesterday in Co-
lumbus, O., said he understood
Spaatz had a “group out right
now"” looking for discs.

At Muroc Army Air Field in
California a P-80 jet fighter stood
ready to take off the moment any
flying saucers are sighted in that
area.

A cautious attitude marked -
both official and scientific com- '
ments, but Capt. Tom Brown bf
the Air Forces Public Relatiogs
stdff in Washington acknowll-
edged the Air Forces had decided
“thkre’s something to this” and

hadd been checking up on it for 1
10 days. '

Seemin 36 States;

SEEN IN 36 STATES g

bae Flirst sighted June 25 and
greeted generally with scornful
laughs, the objects have been re-
ported every day since by observ-
ers in 36 states. Most of the ob-
Jects were reported seen July 4.
A few were reported yesterday.

Such competent observers as
airline pilots said they had seen
the totally unexplained discs or
saucers, larger than aircraft and

| Yesterday.

- —_—

Gingin “loose formation” at|

high speed. C———

David Lilienthal, chairman_of
the Atomic Energy Commission,
£aid they had nothing to do with
atomic experiments, and Army
and Navy officials also entered
positive disclaimers.

Newspaper stories quoting an
unidentified California Institute
of Technology scientist as saying
the phenomena might have some-
thing to do with experiments in
“transmutation of atomic energy”

used a brief sensation late yes-

srday. The institute quickly de-
ied the report.

Reports generally agreed that
the flying objects were round or

oval. Estimates of their speed
ranged from about 300 to 1,200
miles an hour. They were de-
scribed as flying with an undu-
lating motion at heights of 10,000
feet and less. Some described
them as glowing, or luminous.

‘PROPELLER IN CENTER’
Nova Hart, St. Louis mechanic

| who was trained during service

in the war to spot all types of

| aircraft, said he saw one of the

trang objects near Pattonville
It was flying at 300
et, he said.

He deseribed it as circular, with
a rwibbed framework and silver
gray in color. Hart said it ap-
peared to have a motor with a
propeller attached in the center
and it kept turning like an air-
plane doing a slow roil

. another saw them in Idaho. Hun-

® the tourist trade needs a shot in .

First, published reports of the
phancsseme occurred June —25.
Kenneth Arnold, Boise, Ida,
businessman pilot, told of seeing
nine of the discs flying in forma-
tion at 1,200 miles an ‘hour over
the Cascade Mountains in"Wash-
ington, \1

SEEN BY 200 '

Arnold’s account was taken
lightly. Various explanations
were offered—*reflections,” “per-
sistent vision,” “snow blindness.”

Soon afterward other individ-|
uals—in New Mexico, Missouri, |
California and other states—re-
ported they also had seen the
flying objects.

Then on Independence Day 200
persons in one -group and 60 in

dreds of others in Oregon, Wash-
ington and other western sfates
reported seeing them.

July 4 also brought firs
ports of the flying discs from
east of the Mississippi. nce
then they have been reported seen
n widely separated sections of
the country—in 33 states in all.

‘Must Be Insane’

LONDON, July 6—(P'—Don't
mention those flying saucers on
this side of the Atlantic unless
you're prepared for an argument
about your sanity.

Maybe they have been seen by
gober citizens over a vast area
of the United States, but Europe
won't believe in them until some-
body lassoes one and has it photo-
graphed by Frank Sinatra, the
British ambassador and five|
Supreme Court justices.

“America’'s reply to the Loch
Ness monster,” chortled today’s

nday dispatch, referring to

ritain’s hoariest tall story—tRe
erpent that is “seen” romping jn
cotland’s Loch Ness every tirge

re-

the arm.
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Planes Chasing Disks

Find Only Empty Sky

"—l-—n-l‘adio announcement tHEL tStess
JOkeSterS Add were flying over Lewiston, Idaho,

Some Comedy
to Air Mystery

Sunday sent” hundreds into their
yards for a look, Weatherman Louis
Krezak said the objects were mov-
ing eastward with the prevailing
wind and probably were weed seeds.
Three air transport pilots agreed.

Searchlights on Clouds

A Birmingham radio station was

E&St St. LOUiS Objecmlged with more than 400 call in

Prove to Be Washers;

hicago Woman Spots
ne With Legs

By the United Press

Army pilots were ready Monday
for another air search for the mys-
terious “flying saucers” now report-
ed seen in 39 states and parts of
Canada as practical jokesters added
to the confusion,

Equipped with telescopic cam-
eras, 11 army planes searched the
Pacific northwest Sunday without

finding any trace of the flying disks
which had been reported over scores

of communities the preceding two |
At Sioux Falls, 8. D, a na- '
tional guard plane already in the air

days.

was ordered to investigate a silvery|
disk with a short tail which Gregory
Zimmer said he saw shoot across
the heavens. The pilot found noth- |
ing but empty sky. u

The army “camera patrol” over
the Cascade mountains Sunday in-
cluded eight P-51 pursuit ships an
three A-26 bombers,

Illusions Or Jokes

There was growing belief that the
concentrated aerial search would
show the saucers to be optical illu-
sions or the work of practical joke-
sters magnified by aroused imagi-
nations.

A number of “disks” whirled over
rooftops in East St. Louis, Ill, Sun-
day. J.T.Hartley, a locomotive en-

ineer, gathered some of them up

d found they were made of
plessed white paper, 11 inches in
dikmeter and with a two inch hole
in the center. Railroad workers
said they looked like locomotive
packing washers.

one hour by persons who said tRey :
saw fluorescent balls circling ofer
the city and clearly outlined agafmst
near-by mountains. A carnival at
Alabaster, Ala., was playing search-
lights on cloud wisps.
n argument raged at Lodi, Calif., |
oyer the cause of a spectacular glow
the sky and a roar shortly before
lectrical power went off. Mrs, W.
C. Smith said she heard a noise “like |

Give 'Em Room

Newport News, Va.—Peninsula
airport here is taking no chances
with flying saucers. Pilots report-
ing Monday to take out planes
found this notice on the bulletin
board: “Two thousand feet ver-
tical and horizontal clearance re-
quired between aircraft operat-
ing from this ficld and any fly-
ing saucers."

four motored bomber” just before
the lights went off at dawn, Erving
Newcomb of the Pacific Gas & Elec-
tric Co. offered the explanation that
a low flying crop dusting plane
| probably had struck a power lin
and burned out a transforme
However, no planes were reporte
damaged and no one could explain

4 CLS

“been attributed to flying saucers.

wm dusting plane was do-
ing in the air at dawreow-Gunday.
It was the first time any noise had

J. U. Watts, jr., Darlington (S. C.)
attorney, said he saw an army pur-
suit plane chasing a V-formation of
flying saucers at 250 miles an hour
3,000 feet high. However, no pilot
reported such a chase.

Saw One With Legs

Meantime, authorities were
plagued with reports that bordered
on the fantastic. An excited Chi-
cago woman reported that she had
seen a flying saucer with legs. “I
wes standing on my porch and I
th ught for sure it was coming right

;n and slap me in the face,” s
s4 1.

teorge Kuger of Denver said hl
salr a flying disk with an America
fldg on it.

Francis Howell, Tempe, Ariz,
claimed he saw a saucer two feet
in diameter disappear behind a row
of trees near his home. When he
rushed to inspect it, he said, the flat, |
thin, aluminumlike disk took off at
a “high rate of speed” toward
Phoenix, nine miles away.

Mrs. Walter Johnson returned to
Spokane, Wash, after a vacation
near St. Maries, Idaho, and after
reading newspaper reports of the
flying saucers said she and several
others had seen speeding shiny ob-
jects “as big as a four or five room
house” disappear into the forest
covéred mountains.

he first of the saucers over New
Ye¢rk State was reported by Mrs.
Kinneth Wohley of Rochester,
Y] who said she and her husbdnd
saw an object “about the size of gn
ordinary saucer” flying above Her
back yard at 8:30 p.m. Sunday.




New Jersey residents said they|
“thought” they saw {flying disks
over Palisades Pafk aff™®hear-by
Bergenfield Sunday night. ’

Skeptical scientists recalled the
mysterious “rockets"” seen over Swe-
den last year. Eighty per cent of
the “ghos* rockets” proved to be
meteors, and Swedish officials said
the others could be discounted as
pure imagination.

Scientists asserted that the ob-
jects in order to be seen clearly at
10,000 feet—the level at which most
of the saucers have been reported—
would have to be 20 feet in diameter,
would require a large mass of metal,
would be more conspicuous at night
and would be seen by a far greater
nymber of persons.

r. J. 8. Nassau, director of the
arner & Swasey observajory at

thk Case Institute of Techn
Cleveland, said he was incl
“think the reports are fancies.”

Capt. Tom Brown, army air force
spokesman at Washington, said the
army was trying to run the reports
to garth.

‘We're not dismissing the possi-
bilgy that there's something to it,”
. he gaid, “and we're not dismissing |
the possibility that it’s all a hoax.”




U.S. Planes Hunting Dis
Russ Tells of ‘Atom Saucers’

FBI Probes Storyl

of Soviet Ship
Officer

J LOS ANGELES, July 6—(Spe-
|cial)—Federal agents today in-
vestigated a letter to the Exami- |
| ner describing Russian supersonic
;atom-powered planes resembling
the “flying saucers.”

A top flight atomic scientist to
{whom the Examiner referred the
| letter said it was “not all none

sense,”” and suggested the matter
be turned over to the FBI.

The letter writer said he got|

the information from an officer
aboard a Russian tanker recently
ig Los Angeles harbor.

LLED EVEN WORMS

he Russian, he said, also de-
scribed experiments with con-
trolled radioactive clouds in the
Arctie, where birds, animals and
even worms were killed.

The planes, as described by the
Russian to the writer, are only
18 inches thick, witl: a kidney-
shaped outline and no propellors.

The pilot lies on his stomach
jand is artificially cooled against
the heat developed by air fric-
tion.

“The outer surface is highl
olished,” the Russian said

Both upper and lower surfaces

re convex, like a giant lens.

he lifting force is an entirely
different principle found about
10 years ago among unpublished
papers of a Russian chemist.

“Energy is required only for
climbing, but no energy is need-
ed for support when the air-
plané goes along the earth’s
gravitational contour lines.”

The writer of the sfange let-

because

e wanted to hear abolf Russia,
avited him to dinner,

Tire=Rwesian first asked where
he could sell 18 poldF Dear-Pelts
which he received “for very dan-
gerous work.”

He said he had been assigned
to go over the route of the radio-
active cloud near Lake Bakal
(or Baykal) and pick up dead
animals,

ALL LIFE DESTROYED
“They loaded a few small

| ships with all kinds of animals

and directed the cloud over
them,” the writer said.

“During this experiment, a
violent storm blew the cloud
far north into the tundra, but
before it dissipated it destroyed
all life on its way.

“The cloud may be controlled |

from land, from a plane or
from a rebot-piloted ‘leader.’
$ I understand it, the controd
iy based on electro-magnetic
aves and the cloud has two

mponents: The carrier and |
1

the killer.”
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Quirks of Eyesight May
Explain Disc Mystery

By HOWARD BLAKESLEE
AP Science Editor

_ NEW YORK, July 6—(#)—Certain laws of human eye-
sight will explain much of what has been described about
the flying saucers reported from nearly all parts of the
United States.

At any distance which is close|photograph of the oval object
to the limit of how far a person|taken by Yeoman Frank Ryman
can see, all objects appear round|north of Seattle, Wash. The Long
or nearly so. This law of sight|Island oval came closer and
covers both small things seen|turned into an airplane.
nearby and large ones at great| Planes at great distances tend
distances. to look round when light is re-

Regardless of shape, the ob-|flected from their sides. Many
ject near the limit of sight looks|descriptions of movements of the
round. If the thing js silhouetted|flying saucers fit with the com-
against a bright sky, as some of |mon maneuvers of airplanes,
ithe flying saucers have been re-|singly or in groups.
ported, then it is more likely to| They fit also with what birds
revfal its true shape. look like, flying at a considerable

i J distance. However the bird jllu-
HAVE ‘NO STRUCTURE sion is not very common. me
f the thing is seen by reflected{of the maneuvering repojted,
light, as in most cases reported,|which took saucers out of dight
it is almost certain to be round,|and back into sight again re-
and if the reflections are sunlight,| sembles what can be seen while
then the sizes reported are those|watching distance airplanes.
which would be expected from
distant light reflections. |SPEED MYSTERY

The one outstanding fact about| There is no explanation for re-
virtually all the saucers is that|ported speeds of 1,000 or more
they had mno structure — they|mijles an hour. Meteors, although
seemed merely round and flat.|they go much faster than that,
That description fits exactly with|do not explain it because the
the tricks that eyes play. This|saucers mostly appear in daytime
trickiness varies with differences and there are not enough day-
in weather and lighting. light meteors.

This writer has seen flying| Ice crystals forming little round
saucers over Long Island Sound|clouds have been suggested. But
near his home, not only this year|these fail to fit in most cases be-
but in previous years. They were|cause the ice crystals form at
round, bright and moving fast. altitudes which are higher than

most of the saucers reported.
NOT A MYSTERY Nothing published in science or

But they were no mystery be-|atomic studies gives the slightest
cause they were light reflected|clue to flying sfucers unless the
from the bodies of airplanes that|objects are aircraft,
soon identified themselves by| One scientist today said that at
charfging course and coming near|least a lot of saucers are ex-
enowgh to be seen distinctly. plained by the force of suggestion

Lgst week this writer also saw|which causes a persgn to say to|
one Joval flying form which for | himself: !
a moment looked exactly like the “Oh, gee, I see it too.”
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What was reported as a ‘fylng
Grafton early yesterday turned

two small tubes and several wires attached to it.
Brasky, pastor of St. Joseph's Church, Grafton, holds the “disc”

nd points to the lightning rod
e said was struck by the disec.

The mystery of the “flying

discs,” strange luminous objects
seen speeding across the sky in!
many states, turned to Wiscon-|
sin yesterday when several per-
sons reported them at Milwaukee

and Janesville.

Mystery was added to mystery
when Father Joseph Brasky, pas-
tor of St. Joseph’s Church at
Grafton, Wis., reported a missile
hurtled through the air early yes-.
terday, knocked the ball off the
church lightning rod, and landed
on the front lawn,

WIRES AND TUBES

It was a large circular saw—
abogt 16 inches in diameter—and
still} hot when Father*® Brasky
pickqd it from the lawn.
| There were wires and two tubes|
lattached to it. The tubes were an|
|inch in diameter and three inches|
long.

et

'Saucers’ Fly Here;
Grafton Disc Joke

dise"” tht'.h- stk a church in
out to be a circular saw with
Father Joseph

on the church (arrow), which
Sentinel Photo by Ernest Anheuser. !

_gg.theory was that prankstens
or belated Fourth of July celqt-
brants had attached explosives f
the saw, and sent it skimming|
through the air.

Father Brasky said he heard a
swishing ndise and a sizzling at
5 a. m., followed a second later
with a thud and an explosion.

An excited resideat telephoned
|to Billy Mitchell ¥ield, and saidi
|he saw 15 flying saucers, in U|
formation, heading north over
Granville, at 10:05 p. m. He hung
up before his name could be pro-
cured. |

A passenger aboard a New
York-Detroit-Milwaukee plane,!
rWhich landed at Billy Mitchell
Field at 10:05 p. m., told employes
in the office of Northwest Air-
lines, Inc., he saw a flying saucer
bobbing up and down over the
airfield just after he had alighted

from the plane.

| minated saucer was seen

Other passengers with him also]
saw it, he said. He gave the name |
of J. W. Rowden of Detroiti=DRE-
sptte‘ﬁﬁ'ﬁﬁ%ing, the saucer was|
going at great speed, and was out
of sight in a few seconds, he
said. Rowden is stopping at the
Plaza Hotel,

DISCS HAD TAILS

Erwin Rottman, 1328 N. 19th
St., said he saw three of them,
with tails, flying northwest to
southeast, as he stood at N. 18th
and W. Vliet Sts. They turned
from gold to another color and
then to silver, he said.

Frank Phifer, stopping at the
Maryland Hotel, said he saw
three balls of fire shoot ross
Lake Michigan at 8:20 last jight,
‘abdut a mile from shore and

“goifg at terrific speed.”

What he deseribed as an illu-
last
night by William Humphrey, 3148
S. 20th St., he said. It was zig-
zagging directly over the Heil
Co. plant, said Humphrey, and
seemed to land in a wooded area
nearby.

REPORTED IN JANESVILLE

Four Janesville residents re-
ported they had seen a flying disc
Saturday night. They are Mr.
and Mrs. Al Sievert and Mr. and
Mrs. Howard Roth.
They saw the disc flying in a
northwesterly direction friom
Janesville at a “terrific speed.”
They viewed it for 20 minutes. It
was yellow-golden, and seemed to
turn at times to a silvery color,
they stated. An eval flight pattern
was followed. ‘Then, they said,
tails appeared on the disc and
shortly afterwards it disappeared.
John Bosch, 4377 8. Adams St.,,
Milwaukee, a machinist, insisted
he saw two flashing saucer-
shaped objects pass over Billy
itchell Field shortly after mid-
ght yesterday. They were close
ehough so he could definitely sfate
they were not shoofing stars, fnor
alrplanes, he said. Bosch's heme

is near the airport.
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Oﬂice Memom dZMZ e UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO  : DIRECTOR, FBI DATE: July &, 1947

FROM | #Wac, MITWAUKEE

SUBJECT:“"FLYING DISCS OR SAUCERS
MISCELIXNEO®S
TELEPHONE CALL FROM MR. FLETCHER
AT THE BUREAU AT 8:30 AM, 7/7/47

/
A
Attached are newspaper clippings from the ‘L\/{ raukee
Sentinel and Milwaukee Jourmal of July 7, 1947.

For the Bureaut!s information, United Press and Associated
Press telephoned me at my residence about three or four times between
1:00 A.Me and 2:30 A.M., Julryy, 1947. The United Press representative
informed me that Father JOSEPT\E?AQKY had stated on interview by a
Milwaukee Sentinel reporter, oh8“BILL WEEKS, (Phonetic) that he,
Father BRASKY, was going to call the ?‘BI concerning the contraption,
which apparently was identical with one of the flying discs recently
publicized throughout the country., The United Press representative
desired to know if we had any statement to make on the matter. T
informed him that I had no official comment, other than "No Comment,"

Since I have contacted the United Press representative on
various occasions, I asked him what the actual details were, and he
stated he did not know except that the interview of the priest reflacted
that a circular saw had been found with some devices attached to it.

The Associated Press called me shortly after the United
Press representative did, and on being advised that I had no comment
to make concerning the story, I asked the Associated Press representa-
tive what the actual facts were, and he informed me that as far as the
Associated Press was concerned, the facts were that a circular saw had
been found and a story had been obtained from a priest who had been
drinking quite heavily. The Associated Press representative informed
me that apparently the United Press desired to get a statement from me
denying or affirming that the FBI was investigating the matter. I
informed the Associated Press representative that apparently someons
was suffering under a misinterpreta.tion of any comment I had made, and
possibly some reporter was in an e barra.ssn.ng ?031 on 3_f a stoz'y' had
gone out e:m:ar,3 *Fg g services. ?’ 1[/ [ 0.

Phiall

L)@ ot FECORD -——-——--‘{,ﬁ-—-—_

I then telsphoned the, Unn.ed ]?ress representative, who
a“pamrtlj in the meantime had baén dalled by the Associated Press
in an effort to straighten out the United Press. No reference was
made to the FBI in the Milwaukee Sentinel article appearing July 7,
1947, but the Milwaukee Journal article, which is attached, referred :
to an alleged statement by Father BRASKY that he attempted to get in I
touch with an FBI Agent whom he knows. Father BRASKY has never cons
tacted the Milwaukee FBI Office or any Agent concerning his find
my opiniom, ' this Is just another heax story, since a ph O(r'urﬂ
Da‘c.- r BRASKY with the saw indicateés no basis for c}my es mﬁfon b:,r » 4
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Oﬁ?ce Memaréndﬂm * UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
< ,

\‘; - Ry S
0 * DeMsLADDAS DATE: July 11, 1947

\ Tolsor
FROM : KeCoHowe . &, A, TEE

SUBJECT:C Flyj_ng Disgc -

At 10345 PM on the evening of July 11, 1947, Clerk Piercy of the
Washiington Field Office called and stated that at the instbuction Mr,
Hennrich he wanted to pass to the Bureau information he had just re-
ceived from one Alvin B rker, 200 6th Street, Laurel, Maryland, tothe
effect that a "flying disc" had just landed in Parker's yard "and the _—
machinery is still buzzing.,” Piercy stgted Parker was apparently so excited he had
a difficult time even getting his name out, and no further detail could be obtained
from him,

L L

At 10250 PM I passed the above information on to Captain West, duty officer
at G-2 who indicated he hgd also received the same data from another source, and
would pass our information along to appropriate army quarters,

Sid Roberts of the AP called at about 10:55 PM and asked whether the
Bureau had received any report on a "flying dise" in Laurel Maryland, After
checking with Mr, Nichols I told him we had received such a report and had passed
it on to army authorities,
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 . .

Oﬁice Memomndzam e UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

\‘\TO : MR. E. A, TAMN ;\  DATE: July 11, %Eézuo

FROM : D, M. LADD

e
SUBJECT: C :

SAC Johnson of the Milwaukee Office called to advise he had
Just received a telephone call from Colonel Harry Schafer, Reserve
Officer with the Civilian Air Patrol, Black River Falls, Wisconsin,
Colonel Schafer reported that at 3:30 pems, July 10, one Sig Hanson,
City Engineer at Black River Falls, Wisconsin, had found a large
17" disc which appeared to have been possibly made out of cardboard
painted with silver airplane dope. In the center was a tube and a
small motor with a propellor attached to the side. Colonel Schafer
expressed the opinion that this disc would not be able to fly by
itself. He advised it would be taken to the Air Corps Headquarters.

Colonel Schafer advised, however, that Hanson did not want to release
the disc without FBI approvale.

EENSREREENEREEENES

I instructed Mr. Johnson to advise the Air Corps officer
to get in touch with Colonel Schafer and tell him he saw no reason for
the Bureau to attempt to secure the release of the material since it
was not in our custody and we had no control, He stated the press was

also calling concerning this matter, T instructed him to make no
comment to the press.

DML : cow
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O]ﬁé‘é’ Memqm%dum « UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

p—
-

« To

TO : MR. LADD o~ = DATE: July 12, 19

firl

FROM : T, P, GRIFFEE

SUBJECT: “FLYING DISC

b

Reference is made to Mr, Howe's memorandum to you
dated July 11, in the above-captioned matter.

At 11:55 PoMa, July 11, I took a phone call from AV
Sergeant Lonis of the Laurel, Maryland, Police Department., Sergeant
Lonis said that he had examined the "flying disce" He said that it
had been made from a Gulf Oil sign and the top of a garbage can and
had been painted with aluminum paint. It had been recently painted
because the paint was still wet, Attached to it were a dry cell
battery, a flashlight bulb, some wires and a buzzer, He asked if
the Bureau was sending anyone out to look at it, I told him that
we were not, that we had referred the matter to the Army, and
suggested that he call them,

I subsequently telephoned Captain Calvert, the Duty
Officer at G-2, and passed on to him the information furnished by
Sergeant Lonise.

o

FPG: jc
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 ‘ .

Oﬁice Memowmdztm e UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO D, M. Ladd " DATE:

FROM : H, B, Fletchet {40 . July 11, 1947

r

SUBJECT: :DFLYING DISC

SAC Bannister, of the Butte Office called at noon today and
stated that a Mrs. FredfBasterbrook, 215 7th Avenue East, Twin Falls,
Idaho, at 2:45 a.m. Mountain Time today heard a noise in the back of
her home, She thought a collision had occurred and investigted and
found in the back yard of the home next door an object described as follows:

A disc 303" in diameter, circular in shape, it is dished like a
saucer and actually there is a saucer within a saucer in the manner of
cymbals, On one surface there is attached a plastic dome described as about
14" in diamber and affixed by 8 bolts in a rather rough manner. The bolts
can best be described as similar to stove bolts. On the other surface is
another dome of metal which is gold in color on one side and on the inside is
silver in color, which looks like tin. Through the plastic dome can be ob-
served three tubes similar to radio tubes and there is some wiring. The disc
generally is 10" thick and at the point where the domes are located about
14" in thickness. There is an object on it similar to electric coil which
has some type of an arm on it and bears the words "Inspected TS", Some of
the wiring has been burned off and it looks as though something might be
missing.

Mr. Bannister stated that if this were the work of some prankster
he went to quite a bit of trouble. He stated the press is aware of this
incident. He stated that the-disc had been picked up and was now at the
Police Department, Twin Falls, Idaho. He was instructed to notify the local
Army authorities of the existence of this disec,
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| July 18, 1947
fis

/) MWre Ge Ty Norris
7 1734 Thome Avenue
Chicago, Illinois

E“ ‘r"_gﬁnr‘r. Norris: 32,

T wish to acknowledge receirt of your letter p : 1
MK fsh ¢ ledpe Mot of lettor postmariced July 9L
mubﬂﬂ ?‘m information contained therein has been Enmmlly veviowed and i J(\I’ -{42;
¥ a matter of permanent yecord in the files of this Durcau, Your i nberest in
writing as you ¢id is indeed aprrecisted.

Tn the future should you have informotion wh'ch you fecl might be of
il : & WA $ b feol ot 0
3-- terest to this Pureau you might find i1t convenient to contact the Special Agent
in Charge of our Chicago 0ffice, which is located at 1900 Bankers' Pullding |
WAS RS > | A »

Chi cago 3, Ilinois.

Sincerely yours,

2 John Edgar Hoover
o Director

cc = Chicago (With-ncoming., There ia no 1dentifable information in the Bureau's
fles concerning the writer of this letter. Despite the fact that
this letter refers to "flying diges", it is not believed that the
information furnished 1s ufficlently important to refer to Amy
authorities.)













~  STANDARD FORM NO. 64 ‘ .

O]ﬁce Memomndum e UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO : MR, LADD @p/
U

FROM : Roy Es Wood

__ SUBJECT:  ELYING SAUCERS (DISCS) . '
¥ INFORMATION CONCERNING X/

At 5:45 AM this date, SAC Hoed telephonically contacted the
Bureau and advised at approximately 11:30 PM, July 9, 1947, the officé< v
in Los Angeles had received information from the Resident Agent at Bur Ard
California, that a "flying disc" had landed in or near Burbank and had' been
seen to burst into flame when it landed, Further, that it had been the cause
of a fire in some woods, this fire either in Burbank or possibly in the cit '
limits of Los Angeles, which Mr, Hood could not be certain., The fire chief
at Burbank had called the resident agent at Burbank and told him he would
hold the disc for him,

Coincident with the information received from Burbank, the Los Angeles
Office received calls from the newspapers requesting information, The newspapers
stating they had called the Army Air Force Intelligence who had stated "we are
not interested". According to Mr. Hood, this comment had aroused the newspapers
and they stated they intended to publish this quotation and belabor same in their
firsfissues. Mr. Hood stated that he had refrained from making any statement
to the press other than to admit possession of an object and that it was being
turned over to military authorities in the moming (this AM), it being Mr. Hood's
opinion that he did not want any quotes in the press and certainly not one to the
effect that we were not interested.

As described to him, Mr, Hood stated that the object was an aluminum
disc about 2' in diameter weighing about ten pounds, painted with aluminum paint
and having some sort of a radio tube in the center of the disc. This object was
in possession of the resident agent at Burbank and would be turned over to
military authorities (G-2) in Los Angeles this morning,

ECORDED C : "02\6

),wu—-.-w J-J.,-

Mr. Hood's purpose in calling was to place the Bureau on notice regarding
the above described object and any further information would be transmltted to the
Bureau at once, 34T

h-oe

Action: None indicated,
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STANDARD FORM NO, 64 -

Oﬁice Memam‘zd%m e« UNITED STA;S GOVERNMENT

TO : Director, FBI DATE: July 17, 1947
{E n%?éiﬁ : SAC, Los Angeles

SUBJECT:  RECOVERY OF "FLYING DISC",
NORTH HOLLYWOOD, CALIFORNIA,
of JULY 9, 1947

On the evening of July 9, 1947, a report was received at the lLos
Angeles Office that a so-called "flying disc" had landed in the vicinity of
Radford and Magnolia Streets in North Hollywood, California, the contraption
being briefly described as approximately 30 inches in diameter, all metal,
disc shaped, and having a radio antenna, It was reported to have burst into
flames upon landing. At the time of the report the disc was being held at
the Valley Fire Department in Van Nuys, California.

SA RICHARD D. AUERBACH went to the fire department immediately at
which time it was found that a number of people had gathered including news-
paper reporters and photographers who were taking pictures of the disc,
Battalion Fire Chief WALLACE E., NEWCOMB advised Agent that at approximately
10:30 P.M., an unknown woman called on the telephone and excitedly reported
that the disc had dropped into her garden where it began to flame, her
residence being located at 11858 Magnolia Boulevard, North Hollywood. A
fire department truck was sent there and put out the flaming object with the
fire hose, after which the object was taken to the fire station. SA AUERBACH
thereafter arranged to transport the disc to the office,

The device is briefly described as consisting of two convex steel
discs approximately 2 feet in diameter, fused together at the outer edge
and fastened together in the center by a hollow cylindrical connection., &
vertical galvanized iron fin was screwed to the top of the disc, and a short
length of pipe closed at one end ran from the outer circumference into the
interior of the contraption., What appeared to be a radio tube was installed
in the center of the top side, The contraption had a total weight of
approximately 20 pounds.

At the Bureau Office a series of photographs were taken of the
device from various positions, and a set of these photographs are being
forwarded herewith for the Bureau's inspection and information.

The "flying disc" wéas“thereafter turned over to Major COURTNEY W,
HEMPSTEAD, A.C., G-2, Eort MacApthur, San Pedro, California, who subsequent-
ly reported that the object’ was definitely a hoax and under no circumstances
could have flown under ‘its/own power,

RECORDED
~INDRxp

v | K6q/

2 /;COPIES DESTROYED
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Director, FBI July 17, 1947

Re: RECOVERY OF "FLYING DISC",
NORTH HOLLYWOOD, CALIFORNIA,
JULY 9, 1947

On the following day, July 10, 1947, one FRANK V. BROWN, 6552
Teesdale Avenue, North Hollywood, reported that on this morning he was at
the North Hollywood Service Station eating at which time there was
considerable talk about the flying disc having been found in the vicinity.
A number of what appeared to be young high school students were present
and were having cuite a laugh about the excitement caused by the finding
of the disc. BROWN stated that he received a definite impression that
these young students either had themselves or knew of someone who had been
working for the past two weeks making this "flying disc", BROWN was
unable to furnish the names of any of these young men but identified one
of them who was making the statements as being employed in a Chevron
Service Station at the corner of Victory Boulevard and Whitsett Street,
He described the youngster as about sixteen years of age.

The .above information was also furnished to the G=2 Office at
San Pedro, California,

MMB: MGM
100-9099
ENC. (3)




STANDARD FORM NO, 64 ‘ ‘

Oﬁ‘ice Memomﬂdzam « UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO : Director, FBI DATE: July' 3;, 1947

WF/ROM : SAC, Butte

SUBJECT:'/FLYING DISCS

————————

Mr, DAVE-JOHNSON, of the Idaho Daily Statesman, Boise, Idaho, tele-
phonically contacted the Butte Office and asked if the FBI was checking on
the flying discs reported to have been seen by many citizens, He advised
that so man;.r had reported having seen them that it undoubtedly was not a
figment of the imagination, He said that these discs had been seen omn July
1, 1947, in the wvicinity of Trail Creek near Sun Valls; Idaho, 'by reputable
citizens, P e

D

e p—

The writer informed Mr, JOHNSON that this office was not making
an investigation and inquired as to whether he had contacted Army and Na.vy
officials, He said that he was inquiring of these agencies,

WGB:1B
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S'I'INI?ARD FORM NO, 64

O]j‘ice Memorandum: - vsitep SngEs GOVERNMENT

DIRECTOR, FBI DATE: July 18, 1947
SAC, NEW HAVEN

SUBJECT: “?“FLYING SAUCERS"™
EDWIN Ma=BAILEY, JR.
STAMFORD, CONNECTICUT, INFORMANT
ATOMIC ENERGY ACT

For the information of the Bureau this is to advise that on July 7, 1947,
EDWIN M. BAILEY, Jr., 6 Home Court, Stamford, Connecticut, appeared at the
Stamford Resident Agent's office and furnished the following informations-

Mr. BATLEY prefaced his remarks by stating that he is a scientist by
occupation and is currently employed at the American Cyanamid Research
Laboratories on West Main Street in Stamford, Connecticut, in the Physics
Divisions Mr. BAILEY further indicated that during the war he was employed
at MIT, Cambridge, Massachusetts, in the Radiation Laboratory which Labora-
tory is connected with the Manhattan Project. BAILEY advised that he is
thirty years of age and is a graduate of the University of Arizonma.

Mre BATLEY stated that the topic of "flying saucers™ had caused considerable
comment and concern to the present day scientists and indicated that he hime
self had a personal theory concerning the "flying saucers™. Prior to
advancing his own theory, BAILEY remarked that immediately after the conclu-
sion of World War II, a friend of his, RENATO™FECHETTI, allegedly observed
the "flying saucers™ from an observatory in Milan and Bologna, Italy. He
stated that apparently at that time the "flying saucers™ had caused a little
comment in Italy but that after some little publicity they immediately died
out as public interest. Mr., BAILEY stated that it is quite possible that
actually the "flying saucers™ could be radio controlled germ bombs or atom
bombs which are circling the orbit of the earth and which could be controlled
by radio and directed to land on any designated target at the specific desire
of the agency or country operating the bombs. He stated that one of the
items of interest which he personally has observed is the fact that the
saucers have been observed in Mexico City, New Orleans, Philadelphia, New
York, Boston, Halifax, Newfoundland, Paris, Milan, Bologna and Yugoslavia

as well as Albania. By placing a string around the globe of the earth iz

Sl
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Letter to the DIRECTOR, FBI July 18, 1947
Res ™FLYING SAUCERS"

EDWIN M. BATLEY, JR.,

STAMFORD, CONNECTICUT, INFORMANT

ATOMIC ENERGY ACT

would be noticed that all of the above-mentioned cities form a
direct orbit or circle around the earth and would be more or less
in line of any path in which the saucers could be cirecling.

Mre BAILEY further stated that he had recently talked with RICHARD
PERKIN, one of the owners of Perkin-Elmer Company in Glenbrook,
Connecticut, and had been informed by Mr. PERKIN that his company is
making a large powerful telescope to be used in searching the strato-
sphere far atom bombs.
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Mro. John Mourice-&lark

41 Fright Séreet

gatporisy, Comneciicuv
T"Se

Tour letser dased July 17, 1947,
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, V)
F.B.I. )
Washington, D.C.

. Harbo
i Mr. Mohr
Dear Mr. Hoover: 'Tml@?mﬁﬂm o
The enclosed came to my husband yesterday. w"Tmm--
After resding it aloud to the family, as a good example o fy
of crack-pot-ism, advertising or what have you, he threw "\\’
it into the wastebasket, I retrieved it, thinking it might X
better go into your wastebasket than ours, examined by
your department en route thither, as of possible value,
I presume several thoussnd have been mailed, and you may
reveive numberless duplicates. I will risk thet. Mr. Clark
as =n economist at Columbia University receives many strange
migsives. This is &as strenge a one as has come for some
time, and very appropriate to the present moment.

Sincerely yours,

.. F | ¥ " ) ‘-‘-‘--- v
Yrs. J.MJTark “W/g{ M

July 17, 1947 / _
Home address: 41 Wright St. Westport, Conn, >

B |
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July 11, 1947.

Dear Sir:

Have you seen one of the mysterious "Saucers"?

What did it look like?

Do you think these strange, celestial manifesta-
tions are harbingers of a better day?

Do you believe it means that a new and revolutionary
advance is coming?

Will it make your life brighter, happier, more
useful?

We believe one of these startling discs is on its
way to you. Then the secret will be out.

The Combined and Amalgamated Committee

of Sky-Scanners, Disc Decipherers and
New-Product Introducers.

\




July 10, 1947

¥r. YWoodson &7 Cope
Cliffside fall
San ¥arcos, Texas

Dear ¥r. Cope:

I wish to acknowledge receipt of your Western Unicn telegran
dated July 7, 19L7. Your interest in making this information available
to me is greatly appreciated.

Inasmach as the contents of your telegram appear to be of
interest to the War Department only, I have taken the liberty of
making the information furnished by you availadle to that Department.

Sincerely yours,

John Edgar Hoover
Director

cc ~ San Antonio %
NOTE: The telegram referred to "flying dises."

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION
MAILED 2

% JUL 141947 P.M.l

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIBATION |
U, 8. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE







¥re Jo Us/Watts, Jv.
Darlingtén, South Carolina

Dear Mr. Tabtta:

I wish to acknowledge receipt of your Western Union telegram
dated July 6, 1947. Your fmterest in bringing this information to my
sttention is greatly appreciated.

Inaswuch as the coutents of your telegram appear tobe of
interest to the War Departzent only, I have taken the 1iberty of
turning this infermstion over to that Departaent.

Sincerely yours,

John Edgar Hoover
Director

¢c - Savannah
NOTE: The telegram referred to "flying diacs,_f’

R — - L,
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FBI SEATTLE 8=14=47 5-15 PM FB

DIRECTOR ROUTINE {?%‘Lg@ﬂ?f(”’ﬁ
™ FLYING DISCS SIGHTED BY FREDTCRRISMAN AND HAROLD ASDAHL, TACOMA, ()41,
WASHINGTON, SM X. REURTEL INSTANT DATE. PLEASE BE ADVISED THATﬁylé%p:{
DAHL DID NOT ADMIT TO SMITH THAT HIS STORY WAS A HOAX BUT ONLY g
STATED THAT IF QUESTIONED BY AUTHORITIES HE WAS GOING TO SAY IT WAS
A HOAX BECAUSE HE DID NOT WANT ANY FURTHER TROUBLE OVER THE MATTER.
COMPLETE REPORT NOW EN ROUTE TO BUREAU AMSD, WHICH INDICATES
PROBABLY CHRISMAN OR DAHL MADE THE ANONYMOUS PHONE CALL IN THE
HOPE OF BULDING UP THEIR STORY THROUGH PUBLICITY TO A POINT WHERE
THEY COULD MAKE A PROFITABLE DEAL WITHRANTASY MAGAZINE, CHICAGO
ILLINOIS. DAHL AND CHRISMAN WILL NOT BE REINTERVIEWED UNLESS
ADVISED TO THE OG@NwRNX CONTRARY BY THE BUREAU.

. —-—-3}

WILCOX

A AND HOLD PLS <5 "
| hC \pjh-‘,!_r;_ \ J'J: {L_’(' £ ’;.-"j—"-)

5-16 PM OK FBI WASH DC GAR e
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19,
B) FLYING DISCS -- The Bureau, at the request Army
ﬁag agreed to cooverate in the investigatign of ?f}iﬁz discsAirTiorzga owang oo
confidentially advised that it is possible to release three ;r mog dr Mo
numbers, attached together by a wire, from an airplane in high altgt éﬂcs in odd
these discs would.sﬂnain tremendous Speed in their descent and wouldu oMo My i
earth in an arc, [Me Army Air Forces Intelligence has also indica+edd:§;2d6§gct?s
N e

that the reporte Sightings might have been made by subver y
the purpose of reating a mass hysteria, J Sive individuals for

7-30-47
BUREAU BULLETIN NO. 42
Series 1947

You should investigate each instance which is brought to your attention
of a sighting of a flying disc in order to ascertain whether or not is is a bona
fide sighting, an imaginary one or a prank, You should also bear in mind that
individvals might report seeing flying discs for verious reasons. It is conceivable-.:

that an individual might be desirous of seeking personal publicity, causing hysteria:
or playing a prank,

The Bureau should be notified immediately by teletype of all reported ;i
sightings and the results of your inquiries. In instances where the report appears-g
to have merit, the teletype should be followed by a letter to the Bureau containing ¢
in detall the results of your inquiries. The Avmy Air Forces have assured the _
Bureau complete cooperating in these matters and in any instances where they fail to:=
make information available to you or make the recovered discs available for your :

examination, it should promptly be brought to the attention of the Bureau.

Any information you develop in connection with these discs should be
nromptly brought to the attention of the Army through your usual liaison channels,

o
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| Oﬁice Memomndum UNITED
N

TO : -D. M, LAD "\
FROM : E. G, Fiteh C
|

SUBJECT: ~ FLYING DISKS

At request of Brigedler General George F, Schulgen, Chief of
the Requirements Intelligence Branch of Army Air Corps Intelligence,
Special Agent S, W, Reymolds discussed the above captloned matter with him
on July 9, 1947, General Schulgen indicated to Mr, Reynolds that the Alr Corps
has taken the attitude that every effort must be undertaken in order to run down
! and ascertain whether or not the flylng disks are a fact and, if so, to learn
1. gbout them, According to Gemeral Schulgen, the Alr Corps Intelligence are
Flizing all of their sclentists 1in order to ascertaln whether or not such a
nomgnon could in fact occur. He stated that this research is being conducted
a the thought that the flying objects might be a celestial phenomenon and with
b view that they might be a foreign body mechanically devised and controlled,

General Schulgen also indicated to Mr, Reynolds that all Alr Corpe
tallations have been alerted to run out each reported sighting to obtain all
1ble data to assist in this research project. In passing, CGeneral Schulgen
ed that an Air Corpe pilot who believed that he saw one of these objects vas

Proughly interrogated by General Schulgen and scientists, as well as a psy-
Chologlst, and the pilot was adamant®we in his claim that he saw a flylng disk,

Genersl Schulgen advised Mr, Reynolds that the possibility exists that
the first reported sightinge of the so~called flying disks were fallaclous and
prompted by individuals seeking personal publicity, or were reported for political
ressons. He stated that if thi's was so, subsequent sightings might be the result
of a mass hysteria, He pointed out that the thought exists that the first reported
sightings might have been by individuals of Communist sympathles with the view to
causing hysteris and fear of a secret Russian weapon,

General Schmlgen indicated to Mr, Reynolds that he is desirous of
having all the angles covered in this matter, He stated that reports of his
scientiets and findings of the varlous Alr Corps installations will be available
in his office. He advised that to complete the picture he desired the assistance
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation in locating and questioning the individuals
who first sighted the so-called flying disks in order to ascertain whether or not
they are sincere in their statements that they saw these disks, or whether their
statements were prompted by personal desire for publicity or political reasone.

IGeneral Schulgen assured Mr. Reynolds that there are no War Department or Navy
Depariment research projects presently being conducted which could in any way be
l | t1ed up with the flying disks, General Schulgen indicated to ‘Mr., Reynolds that

Y1 the Bureau would cooperate with him in this matter, he would offer all the
facilities of hies office as to results obtaigﬁg in the effort to identify and

Tun down thie matter, “Qx & 4 %
i / - J

Mr. Reynolds adviesed General Schulgen tha¥® hils requnst would be made
known to the Bureau and an ansver nade avallable to him es soon as possible,
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Memorandum for Mr., Ladd

Mr, Reynolds also discussed this matter with Colonel L, R. Forney of MID,
Colonel Forney indicated that i1t was his attitude that inasmuch as it has been
established that the fl ying diske are not the result of any Army or Navy experi-
ments, the matter is of interest to the FBI, He stated that he was of the opinion
that the Bureau, if at all possible, should accede to General Schulgen's request,

SW%:AJ%D

ADDENDUM

I would recommend that we advise the Army that the Bureau does not believe it
should go into these investigations, it being noted that a great bulk of those
alleged discs reported found Have been pranks. It is not believed that the
Bureau would accomplish anything by going into these investigations.

DML \
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¥r, George J« Pluskat
907 Seneca Avenue
Brooklyn 27, New York

vegk Mo BSRY: sy, 3
I desire to agknowledge receipt of your letter dated July 14, 1947,
end to express my appregiation to you for bringing this matter to my attentlion.

The informaticn set forth in your letter has been carefully reviewed
and 1s being maintained in thie Bureau as a matter of records

Sincerely yours,

John Edgar Hoover
Director
el NOTE: Pluskat has been & previous correspondent with the Bu file 62-0-34750,
"r=—NWo_record could be located in the Crime Records Section indication that the

pespondent-might-be—= mental case.
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‘ 007 Sengma: Avoe,
Brookly W7 ,N9%7
J't.'ll'y’ 141;}1,1947.,

Mr.J.Bdgar Hoover.Chief,of the F.B.I.
Washington,D.C.

Dear S8ir; : b
Please forgive me for taking up your time,with this itemelt really lsm't

necessary.Yet,although everybodys tongue was wagging from the East and to the !
West coast,I couldn't resist putting my oar in.

\Tfff ~; Saucers in the Sky.Heading for the Milky Way.Funny?l dont knowe
i, — -

We read and resd and reade"Sky Disc Derby Open to All"-"Calls "Saucers"Trick
of Vision"="Believe it or not,27 States see those flying saucers"-"Who saw: the
Saycers?40 States in the Game"-"Celestial Dishes sought between the Raindrops"=-
"pingd 'Disk'is weather kite"-="Disks called chunks of lMirage"-"Report new Red
Plenes resemble 'Flying Saucers'™.=Air-liner crew reports sesing 9 flylng diske
for 12 minutes".That's the way it went on,for days and dayse

Please,dont remind me that this id a militery problem.Soldiers fight the en-
emy out in the open and away from home 1f possibleeThe Federal Agenits(the unsung
heroes)fight the ememy under cover and in their home groundse.So.iiere 1 am.

These so-#alled saucers may be kites,but accorfiing to reports,these things
didn't flutter or float,they sailed and kites don't sail,the st®enges part is,
they all sailed in the same direction,from West to Easte

Rewards were offered,no collectors.Plenes chased them,ncne captured.They hed
to land,no finderseSo.As long as the Military,Sclentist and Clvilians deny,being
respomsible for this.Were doed it lead t0PAn enemyeA little while back,it was
mentioned somewhere that Russia had or has a contraption for their next war,em-
itting sound(like & silent whistle for dogs)what it'skxxto do,th their enemy,l
don't know.lf a country was experimenting such a weapon,the brave people of the
U.S.were not scared.They only informed the so-called enemy how succassful they
thaker weree.

It could be an optical illusion,or;supposing some unwelcomed persons,planted
a8 few well chosen words,here and there and left the rest to apm confused mind.
These innocent people reporting the phenomena.

What confuses me 1is,that when we became too curious and determined to find .
out what they really are,those things disappsared and we found substigutes,called
kites.These things resembling description as near as possible to the real thing ¢
Why couldn't these things have been directed I» ck home again 1like a homing pigeon?

To make sport of this thing,ls md tasteelt sort of reminds me of the boy thas
gried WOLF.When the wolf really came.Twas sade.He,was a nifgboy.ﬁhera gloulf bhe a
sawyagainst such Jokes or expering ip_tho w--— “=vul'@eTHEY should be¢ n
in 1splekeduod; SNOULd be trieg %Olini}ﬁﬁﬁc.cd to thE.i Proper &uthoritias-’ﬂhe:g
%ess or ridicules.We can't take el zﬁzs?n,e?en;lf the so-called Jjoke seems
1h1§ iggHiPOOH business.is no Jokef NCoseAt this age,Time is sloweMan,is

R mind that t :
ERRNIng Vatevs of to. Ii};lzsiig;g;iw%izszssfogfible for these disks
:Egggoiggtirof East to West,plus the Catskillazgeéiglgmbia 3md Ohio Rivers,
Rldg "he East and Basterly North,The Bly

: the Roeky u .
were,wont from West to ) Mountains tn the WesteRef%

East.Hence the Disks?I ho ctions,or whatevy:

| CA~ T2874 -
Respactfylly Suﬁgzit




MEMORANDUM FOR I 7/23/47

RECOMMENDATION

There is attached a Bureau Bulletin to the Field for their
assistance in handling this matter.

Attachment




STANDARD FORM NO. 64 ' .

Ojﬁce Memomfzdzzm UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO ; D. M. IADD i DATE: 7/24/47
FROM : Ee Ge Fiteh /

susjecT: ~ FLYING DISCS

Reference is made to my memorandum to you in the above captioned
matter dated July 10, 1947, indicating that Brigadier Gemeral George F.
Schulgen of the Amy Air Corps Intelligence had requested that the Bureau
coopsrate with the Army Air Corps Imbelligence in connection with the above
captioned matter. The Director noted on the referenced memorardum, %I
would do it but before a?ma.mf“ to it we must insist upon full access to

discs recovered. For instance in the Ia. case the Army grabbed it and would
not let us have it for cursory examination."

This is to advise that Special Agent Reynolds has recontacted
General Schulgen and advised him in comnection with the Director!s notation.
General Schulgen indicated to lir. Reynolds that he desired to assure lr.
Hoover of complete cooperation in this matier and stated that he would issue
instructions to the field directing that all cooperation be furnished to the
FBI and that all discs recovered be made available for the examiretion by
the FBI Agents. Gensral Schulgen pointed out to kr. Reynolds that he will
from time to time make the resulis of the studies of his scientists available
to the Bureau for the assistamce of the FBI Field 0Offices., General Schulgen
indicated to lir., Reynolds that there has been a decrease in the reported
sightings of the discs which might be because of the fact that it has lost much of
its publicity value., He indicated, however, that he beliewed it necessary to
follow this matter through to detemine as near as possible if discs were in
fact seen and to determine their origin.

General Schulgen inquired of Mr. Reynolds the method by which the
Bareau would maks the information obtained from the Bureaut!s inquiries, known
to the Air Corps, in the Tield as well as at the War Department level. I,
Reynolds pointed out to General Schulgen that the best procedure appeared to
be through the regular established chanmels. It was pointed out to General
Schulgen that the Bureau Field Offices maintain close liaison with the
Intelligence Divisions of the various Armies as well as close liaison with the
Intelligence Division of the VWar Depmrtment. ral Schulgen indicated that ha

would be satisfied to receive information ’thro rﬁﬂ!ﬁ g o2 - 0550

Gereral Schulgen indicated to Mr, Reyndlds that he beliewved that there
was a possibility that this entire matter might have been started by subversive
individuals for the purpose of creating a mass hysteria. He suggested that the
Bureau keep this in mind in any interviews .corducted regarding reported sightings.
General Schulgen stated to Mr. Reynolds that he would make available to the Bureau
all information in the possession of the Air Corps regarding the sightings ?..h ch
were first reported so that the Bureau could conduct some investigation rej ing
these individuals to ascertain their motives for reporting that they had obsbrved
flying discs. TWhen General Schulgen makes the information available regarding
these individuals, it will be promptly brought to your attention.

- \/'-
.
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STANDARD FoRM 0. 64 ' ' o g’

Ojﬁce Memoramdzmz e UNITED STATES GOVERNME-NT

TO : DE%%ETDR, FBI DATE: July 22, 1947

FROM : 5 ,ELPASO
SUBJECT:  yng, GWYNNE M, @RCHANT, Informant i
FLYING OBJECTS IN ATR

Mrs., GWYNNE M, MERCHANT has come to the resident agency at Santa Fe,
New Mexico on several occasions to report that she has received information
concerning flying objects passing through the air, Some of the reports that she
has received concern light objects seen at night which have allegedly been follow-
ed by explosions, She advised that one of such objects was reported by FRANK
‘BURTRAM, Forest Ranger, who works near Canjilon, New lMexico. She claims that
others were seen near Park View and Tierra Amarilla, New Mexico.

Mrs. MERCHANT called attention to clippings from various newspapers
concerning "disc-like" objects seen in New lMexico and other parts of the country.

. Mrs., MERCHANT claims to be a student of radio waves and ray forms, and
‘eontends that the above mentioned objects may be missiles similar to those appear-
ing over Sweden some time ago.

Mrs., MERCHANT has discussed the above with officials of the Atomic
Energy Commission, and has written the Secretary of War and other government
officials concerning her theories, Mr, SIDNEY NEWBURGER, Chief of Security and
| Intelligence for the A.E.C.,has advised that officials at Los Alamos consider Mrs.
| MERCHANT unreliable and possibly not well balanced mentally. She has mentioned to
agents of this office that she was struck by lightning when a child.

On July 15, Mrs, MERCHANT came to the Santa Fe resident agency and
advised that she had written to WALTER WINCHELL, promising him a story in connection
with the "flying discs."

The foregoing information is being submitted to the Bureau, inasmuch as
Mrs, MERCHANT has written to several government officials and Mr., WINCHELL.

62-0-3594¢ / -
FTM: GH (- o ,
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*Oﬁice Memor dam e UNITED STA'IgS GOVERNMENT
0

i ) -
TO ¢ DuM.LADD /\i‘/f / DATE: July 7, 1947
y / 9t50 PU
FROM : K. C. HOVQ'U ‘!'. :.' y. &

SUBJECT®"FLYING DISCS
Miscellaneous

SAC Weeks called from New Orleans on the matter discussed in the
attached teletype. He wanted to know what policy the Bureau was following Lo, Ro
in connection with reports concerning these "flying discs" which were beingiis ol
received,

53FEEEEEEEEEEAE

1/ v
I told Mr, Weeks that, unless advised to the contrary, he should, iin th‘l

particular case at hand, allow G=2 to handle aad not take any jurisdiction forthe
FBI. He was thold the Bureau would be interested in being kept a dvised of develop-
ments, and in copies of the photographs he said G-2 would make of the object

found, but that he should not allow himself to be jockeyed into a position where
investigative responsibility, if any were entailed, wuvld fall on us. Mr, Weeks said

he would so handle unless I called him back immediately with instructions for
specific action,

As you will recall, I called_,?)rrou concerning the foregoing,







UNIDENTEIABLE OBJECTS
CLASSIFIED Williams Field, Chandler

Authority: Arizon
NND 90986

7 July 1947
MEMORANDUM FOR

1, On 1 July 1947, Lt Willlam GoAMcGinty, Us:
Student, Williams Field, Chandler, Arizona, was interviewed by

this Agent, and stated in JqutawCﬁ' That on 30 June 1947, at about
0910, MST, he was flying at 25,000 feet over Grand Canyon, Arlzona in
a f—$U type al ircraft. He stdtc that he was Wed”iqv south tOWd?dS
Williams Field, Ariz., when he saw two round objects going at incon-
celvable specds, straight down. He further st tated rLaL his reactions
were to turn away from the objects He further stated that one of the
unidentiflable objects followed tﬁo other seconds apart. He further
stated that due to the speed of the objects, he cuulu only see that
t-ﬁf were circular, and that they were posSsl blc light gray 1in color.

He -rf;"r.:er Hauef that it was hils oplnlon that the objects were apyl’ox-
:'I._ma*ol;j' eight feet in dlameter. In conclusion, he the
objects owW have probably hit the ground ap“ﬂﬂxlm tely twer

=3

w
miles south of the South Rim of Grand L‘anyon,

USN, 195803, P-80

41
1

oy T TS O

GENT'!'S NOTES: t McGinty ga his permanent

nt Hugu, Port Huenen 3

E. On 1 July 1747
Instructor, 1n*1e un

L’Pv'GW”J by t g

' : _ , Brooks AAF
JL,.J.:)“: of unexplainable

, Nev., =ﬂ/u¢ln Armstrong, further
0% ectu were heading south, and were

f T
Hnal

lve too much information
B, B, Armstrong can be
for further information.

{

/C/ eTodhe —
35 %

Aldricly Spéelal sgent, CIC'AA¥, FPTRC

HIS IS A TRURGSEEESE : -
/s/ John K. OrfiiSSiis >
J ORR, Major,j4.C.




August 1, 1947 PERSONAL AND

Director of Intelligence 0
War Department Ceneral Staff a 71

g I

The Pentagon
Washington 25, D. C.

Attention: Colonel L. R. Forney, Chief, Security Group
From ¢+ John Edgar Hoover, Director -~ Federal Bureau of Investigation
Subject : MRS. ARTHUR DOUCLASE ANDERSON

There are atbtached hereto copies of a letter received from the
above-captioned individual concerning ®flying saucers."

Urs. Anderson's letter has been acknowledged and she has L&én
advised that copies of her letter have been furnished to you for you¥ con=-
slderation. -
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WERE KILLED.

MCCHORD FIELD.

PRESS PUT OUT A

¢ TACOMA NEWS

THE PLANE

RECKAGE WAS SCREENED BY AAF INTELLIGENCE FROM

TRIBUNE AND THROUCGH THEﬁ:THF UNITED

WAS CARRYING PARTS OF A DISC WHICH

HAD STRUCK A BOAT OWNED BY HAROLD DAHL AND FRED CRISMAN , TACOMA, UWN.

RICHARDS ADVISED THAT

TODAYS ISSUE OF THE OREGONIAN CARRIES A UP STORY

STATING THAT DAHL DENIES SAYINC THE METAL FRAGMENTS HE FURNISHED WERE

FROM A DISC,

TACOMA SLAC MILL.

NO RECENT SUB

SEATTLE VERIFY

HDQRTS.  SF,

INVESTICATION

END AND ACK
WA O157AM OK
SE

OK FBI SE

OK FBI SF N

DVIMSC

PORTLAND «

INTE

TANTIVE REPORTS OF
AT MCCHORD FIELD

SUBMITTING TELETYPE

BOBBITT

AND ANALYSIS OF THE FRAGMENTS SHOWS THEM TO BE FROM A

£ PERSONNEL AVAILABLE PORTLAND.
FLYING DISCS IN THE PORTLAND AREA.
AND SAN FRANCISCO VERIFY AT

SUMMARIES TO THE BUREAU.
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L/DTﬁiCTUﬂ AND SACS SEATTLE AND SAN FRANCISCO URGENT

FBI PORTLAND §-5-417

) FLYING DISCS, SM DASH X. RE TELEPHONE CALL FROM MR, LADD, ONE PM
TODAY REQUESTING TELETYPE SUMMARY CONCERNING NEWSPAPER REPORTS OF
RECENT REPORTED FLYING DISCS IN PORTLAND AREA AND A REPORTED CONFERENCE
OF ARMY OFFICIALS IN PORTLAND CONCERNING FLYING DISCS. LEAVERITT Ge.
RICHARDS, AVIATION EDITOR THE OREGONIAN, ADVISED THAT A CAPTAIN
WILLIAM L. DAVIDSON AND LT. BROWN OF FOURTH AAF HEADQUARTERS,
SAN FRANCISCO WERE IN PORTLAND JULY TWENTYSEVEN LAST AND INTERVIEWED
DICKfRANKIN, AN EXPERIENCED PILOT, WHO HAD REPORTED JUNE FOURTEEN
LAST SEEING A FORMATION OF TEN FLYING DISCS OVER BAKERS=-
FIELD 4, CALIFe ACCORDING TO RICHARDS THEY HAD ALSO INTERVIEWED
FOLLOWING FOUR EXPERIENCED PILOTS WHO WERE AMONG FIRST WHO REPORTED
SEEING DISCS - KENNETHXARNOLD, BUSINESS MAN, BOISE, IDAHO, CAPTAIN

«(SMITH AND CO-PILOT RALPH*STEVENS, UNITED AIRLINES, AND DAVE

e RECORDED .
OF 'I‘ﬁr»r 'RVEWS RICHARDS CONTACTED f'mo1 f"f:i’fl‘ER?:Lj;‘[f'lﬁiT‘.‘C -9
INDEXED . i
FIELD, OHIO BY PHONE AT :LL.”UEL\JE &, AT
=
THE IMPRESSION THAT THE AAF I'QIITT WgsTHIQ INMNRESTICATION TO

—~—JOHNSON, AVIATION EDITOR, IDAHO STATESMAN, AIN THE 4155

OUT THE PISC REPORTS, SINCE THEY ARE "DEFINITELY NOT OF AAF ORIGIN.
:HI“\Y, U C;V ST, THE PLANE IN WHICH AAF INVESTIGATORS CAPTAIN

DAUIPSO” AND LT. BROWN WERE RIDING, CRASHED AT KELSO, WASH. AND BOTH







STANDARD FORM No. 64 |

/
Oﬂice Memanmdzmz « UNITED STA’ES GOVERNMENT

TO : D, M. IADD N-Zﬂ_\ DATE: August 6, 1947

o

FROM : E. G. Fiteh
SUBJECT: ‘{-‘LYQIG SAUCERS

Special Agent S.W. Reynolds of the Liaison Section contacted
lieutenant Colonel C. P. lartin, Army Air Forces Intelligence, inquiring
about an article which appeared in the West Ccast newspapers recently
stating in substance that an airplane carrying recovered flying saucers
crashed in route from Portland, Oregon, to Los Angeles, California.

=

sfdstabigaboddaddodod L L

seE-

Colorel lartin advised Mr. Reynolds that the only information
that has been received by Headquarters of the Army Air Forces is that a
CIC Agent of the 4th Air ForceX Headquarters, Hamilton Field, San Francisco,

was killed in an airplane crash. The Headquarters of the Air Forces have been

advised that he was on a top secret mission. Colonel Martin indicated that he

was under the impression that the CIC Agent was either on route to or from an
interview with Mr. Arnold who is ome of the individuals who first saw one of

the flying saucers. :
REOORDED -

Colonel Martin stated that the Air Foﬁgﬁim fio gaditipopal igformation
and will receive nore until the report is receiwe i theaith Aix, Fouges. #1
Colomel Martin suggested that the San Francisco Field Offi¥e contact Colonel P47 /
Springer, Headquarters 4th Air Force§, Hamilton Field, San Francisco, who .
undoubtedly would be able to furnish the details regarding this matter which
are at this time unknown by the Headquarters of the Air Forces. Colonel lartin
pointed out to Mr. Reynolds, however, that it was his belief that no flying
saucers have beg‘r_x_re__cﬁgy_q;g_dhgp‘ﬁla_jg it was merely an avtempt_uo_ TeNteTview
27 Tadividual who previously had reported seeing ome of the flying saucers.™

N
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,‘ o b R’rt' J. Broke _
o 469 N. Washingtyn A;e.
Yaukesha, Wis.
Attn,
Federal Burezu of Investigation
Gentlemen; iﬁ
Recently I have heard and read about reports of disc-shaped aircraft,
or whatever they are, in our western regions. They reminded me of a nearly )

v f
forgotten incident in Cermany, after the war. I report this to you because .

-

I feel this mey be of international scope.

My buddy and I went on pass to see a friend of hise One evening the
three of us were driving along some back roads when I sighted a strange
looking object in the sky from eight to ten miles to our front and approx-
imatly 5,000 feet highe.

I immediatly stopped the jeep for a better look. The object rapidly
came toward us, descénding slowly. About a mile away it stopped it's
horizontal motion but continued a slow oscillating descent, similar to a
descending parachute. Then suddenly it dropped in a spiral motion.

Immediatly I drove over to where it had dropped. It took almost five y
minutes to reach the place but we saw nothing. After ten minutes of cruiszq@L

g T

ing around the area it became toodark to see so we went back to town.
because
I am not sure my companions saw this,it happened so quickly it could

b

easily have been missed, but I described what I had seen 80 vividly that
they were as excited as I was. My gﬁgﬁt 1mpre351on wag that it was & cloudy
b ut it was traveling at rlghtﬁfhggsgﬁko thg‘w1nd.

The local of this incident st aprroxinatly 20 miles north-west of

Habberbishopshiem. If necessary, I w1ll swear to.lhe authenticity of this

8
and to the ,shape of the object. j
\ if(r Sincep€ly i/yrs,

M Kt M

Robert J. roka







')Invoice of Contents from '
DERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

WASHINGTON, D. C.

Date g_10..7 Case References Plying Saucer

Consigned tQ¢ns, J N, yixon
Route 1, Box 30
Egtill, South Carolina

List of Contents

. Harbo, 7641

. Conrad, 7142
/ ' +Downing, 7682552 1=
| . Sizoo, 7601 SRt
. Baughman, 7121

Powered Soap Stone.

SPE(

COMMUNICATIONS=SECTH REGl H'?LH\
matLen 749728 @ ()

w SEP 13 1947 P.M. 7,;

~

o

. _ .
PMUE}NS’I‘.’RUGJ[[’MM&N@( Room, place date of shipment and registry number; Shipping Room, show

date

of shBpRFARTMENUOG ABTLE] this invoice; then return it to person whose name is checked in column at

right,

Alter this checked name has been initialled, invoice should be placed in administrative file.

L < e Tl



FHTF L M T apTARS

| S ———————— PP




August 5, 1947
. e+ AN A
Director of Intelligence BY SPECIAL MESSENGER 3 hf"

War Department General Staff
The Pentagon
Washington 25, D, C,

Attention: Colonel L. R. Forney, Chief, Security Group

Fromg: John Edgar Hoover - Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation

Subject: ROBERT J. SROKA

There are attached hereto copieés of a letter received from the
above-captioned individual concerning "flying dises."

Mr, Sroka's letter has been acknowledged and he has been

advised that copies of his letter have been furnished to you for your-
consideration,

AttacQ:jrt







" L5, RAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

CC-154
STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTIC:

"X

To: COMMUNICATIONS SECTION.

AUGUST 7, 1947
Transmit the following message to:

SAC, DETROIT  "URGEND®

UNSUBS, RAYMOND EDWARDXDANE, MRS, LAURYSANE, INFORMANTS, FLYING DISC, MISC.

REURTEL AUGUST 5 MATERIAL SHOULD ROT BE FORWARDED TO FBI LABORATORY FOR

EXAMINATTION BUT

SHOULD BE TURNED OVER TO THE ARMY AIRFORCE INTELLIGENCE,

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSY
COMMURICATINGS SECTION

MGT 1947
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WASHINGTON 1 FROM NEWARK

/45£;ECTOR X GENT

ﬁif;YI“G DISC REPORTED AT HACKENSACK, NJ AUGUST THREE, NIN)
SEVEN , MISC. INFORMATION RECEIVED THAT CHARLES CASELLA,
@EEY AGE TWENTY, TWO EIGHT SEVEN EUCLID AVENUE, HACKENSACK AND WILLIAM
TRUEX, US ARMY, FT. DIX, NJ ON LATE AFTERNOON AUGUST THIRD LAST SIGHTED
FROM GROUND OBJECT DESCRIBED AS FLYING DISC. CASELLA CLAIMED IT WAS
TWO HUNDRED &M YDS, IN AIRy REVOLVING SLOWLY, MOVING RAPIDLY, AND

ASELLA TELEPHONED INFORMATION TO HACK-

NEITHER A KITE NOR A BAI Ifﬁx

N y

ENSACK PD. IN(\UIPY 3~Ilyu) %D BRIREAU | ILL BE ADVISED.

(”//

1) MC KEE

.'b
) 4
END A€X) PLS }WO
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SEANDARD FORM NO. 64 . v ’

O]ﬁce Memorandum - UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Director, FBI DATE: August 8, 1947
SAC, Norfolk

. susjectd¥ pryme pIScs

Re Bureau Bulletin No. 42, dated July 30, 1947,
Series 1947, wherein information is set forth pertaining to

flying discs.

There is enclosed with this letter a newspaper
clipping from the "Norfolk Ledger-Dispatch", dated July 9, 1947.
The photograph appearing on this clipping is alleged to represent
a flying disc which was observed by BILL¥*TURRENTINE, a Norfolk
school boy, who was successful in photographing the object with
his small camera,

BILLY was interviewed on August 8, 1947 by Special
Agent (A) THOMAS J. CONNOR, at which time BILLY informed that the
original negative was given by him to a Mr, BROWN of the Photo
Craftsman Service, who in turn furnished the negative to the
International News Service. BILLY advised that he has an agree-
ment with Mr. BROWN whereby the latter will share equally in any
profits derived from the use of the negative by commercial firms
or newspapers., As of August 8, 1947 BILLY has notreceived any
remuneration for the use of this negative,

He informed that he was sitting on the front porch
of his apartment which is located on the third floor at 410 West
14th Street, Norfolk, Virginia, around noontime on July 8, 1947.
He had read numerous newspaper articles pertaining to flying discs
and decided to sit on his front porch in the hopes of seeing one
and attempting to photograph it. On July 8, 1947 BILLY observed
a large, black object moving rapidly through space proceeding from
the southwest to a northeast direction. He said the black object
was followed by two smaller objects which also proceeded in the
same direction, BILLY explained that the objects were moving at
a very fast speed which appeared to him to be much faster than
the speed of an airplane, and further, that the objects appeared
to be extremely high. He said that they were much higher than the
average plane travels in the City of Norfolk and appeared to be
above the clouds, and that a white mist followed each of the three
objects. BILLY was unable to state what the black objects repre-
sented, but admitted that they could have been large balloons. He
indicated that he has observed small, toy ballecns flying through
the air, but that definitely these were not the toy type balloons.
He said that when he first observed the objects they were at’such. _
a great distance from him that it was not necessary that,@é’?aise*
his head in order to see them from his porch on the third fleor ~
of the apartment building. He immediately turned around ip obtain,.
BECORDED
SOPIES DES
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Letter to Director, FBI
Re: FLYING DISGS
August 8, 1947

his camera and estimated it tock him approximately twenty to thirty
seconds, at which time the discs were almost directly over his apart-
ment and it was necessary that he stoop and look up almost perpen-
dicular in order to obtain the photograph, which accounts for the
porch railing being shown in the newspaper clipping. BILLY pointed
out that the day on which he took the picture, the weather was hazy
and somewhat cloudy and there was a slight breeze blowing from the
southwest in the general direction of the northeast, which is the
same direction traveled by the black image which he photographed.

Inasmuch as the Army authorities in the Tidewater Area

of Virginia are cognizant of the above information, no further investi-
gation will be conducted by this office in this matter,

Enclosure,

TJC:lab
62-182




| Iying Disc ’Biéger Than Automobile’ bhdtographed
By Youth Who Is Amazed Because No One Else Saw It

By GEORGE HEBERT

| The flying disec “was lots bigger
than an automobile,” and 15-year-
old Bil Turrentine, of 410 West
|Fourteenth .Street, doesn’t under-
|stand why almost everybody in
|Norfolk didn’t see it.

| In fact, when he came to the
iLedger-Dispatch with a photograph
he had taken of the object, he
\wanted to know why the newspa-
|pers hadn’t already taken ya piec-
[ture of it, “I thought yourf photo-
|graphers were fast,” he tpid a re-
|porter.

| (Kditor's Note: Although the
|Ledger-Dispaich has _had many Te-
|pm‘ls of flying dises and saucers in
irecent days, no othier pfrson re-
Iported secing the object which Tur-
|rentine photographed.)

However, Bill said he had done
some fast moving himself shortly
|before moon Tuesday, when he
Istood on his front porch and saw
the large gray object, “rocking
land spinning like a football” and
lcoming from the southwest.

He had just returned from Sum-
imvr school classes at Maury, he
{said, and with all the talk about
|“flving saucers,” had gone out
lw8h his camera to see if he could

anything.

I don't see-why they call them

ing saucers,” he said. “The big
ol 1 took a picture of and the two

little ones that came behind it a

the picture reproduced here is

ifew seconds later didn’t look any-|
(thing like saucers.”
|Looked Like Football

The bhoy 'stuck to his football
comparison, explaining that the
lobject was sort Wi rounded, more
oval than disc-like, and that though
it wobbled in its northeastward
flight it was traveling very rapidly,
about 600 miles an hour.
| He guessed that the altitude of
ithe thing was about 5000 feet,
|iu.~'f below the eclouds. In color it
{was ‘“gray, almost black,” and
looked like a “burned crisp,” or

maybe a rock or stone, The edges
lglittered, he said, and seemed to be
|ltrailing dust. Neither it nor the
two which followed made any
sound.

Bill said he wasn't very sur-
prised when he saw the object, |
but “almost killed myself” getting |
|shots of it with his camera, set at|
1/100th of a second, |

He called his 18-year-old sister,
Josephine, to come and look, but
Iappammiv she didn't believe him.

As the *“flying football” passed
lover, Bill said he took three shots
lof it, but when he hurriedly yvel-
loped the film, after legging it to
Olney Road for a vial of developer,
onlv one negative came out well
enough for reproduction.

He showed a reporter a contact
{print he had made himself, and

an

- ¢

| about 5,000 feet high, just beloyv the clouds. 'The photograph reprod

|

1

‘ZNORFOLK BOY AND PHOTO OF DISC—Bill Turrentine, “15, (right)
tells Ledger-Dispatch reporter George Herbert (left) of the “lneky"™|
circumstances which enabled him to take the photograph at far|
right of a flying disc. However, the boy said the object pictured here
looked and moved more like a football, being rounded and oval, rather,
than dise-like. Bill took this picture from the porch of his home at
410 West Fourteenth Steect between 11 o'clock and noom Tuesday,
using an old camera, with the shutter set at 1/100th of a second. Hc;'
said the “flying football” shown here was followed by two smalljr
ones, all moving at abont 600 miles an hour and he guessed they we e

ed here is an enlargement made by Photo Craftsmen. In the fo |
ground of young Turrentine's picture is the porch rail of his home.

enlargement made by Photo Crafts- |
men. |

Photo experts of this firm are
convinced that the boy did a fine |

job with the old camera he was |
using. Having closely cxuminwl|
the negative, they said the only
flaw was in the kind of film, \\'hit‘h1
perhaps didn't bring out cnmlgh{
detail. They pointed out, however,
that this wasn't really a flaw, in
view of the fact that Bill's pheto-|
graph, with the comparisen af-|
forded by the front porch rail and|
the trees, was certainly the best|
one tdken since the mysterious|
dises were first rennrted |




THE TLYING ROLL

San Dicge, Czlifornia. July 8, 1947 -

- A MIMORANDUM OF IMPORTANCE

&£

THIS MEMORANDUM is rospectfully addressed to cortain scientists of distinction,
to important asronauticel and military authorities, to a number of public officials,
and to a few publicationss

The writer has little expectation that anything of import will be atccomplished
by this gesture. The merec fact that the data hercin were obtained by so-called
supcrnormal means is probably sufficient to insure its__lsreyard by nearly all the
persons acwrﬂssod ncvrrth less it scems a puolic r1uty to make it available. (The
present writer has several university degrees and was formerly a university depart-
ment head).

A ver" serious situation may develop at any time with regard to the-"flying
saucers.”" = If one of these should be attacked, the attacking planc will almost cer-
teinly be destroyed. In the public mind this ml"ht create near panic and internat-
ional suspicion. The prlnnigxl data concerning these craft is n« t hand and must
be offered, no matter how fantastic and unlntclllgiblu it may seem to minds not
previously instruected in thinking of this type.

Part of the disks carry crews, othors are under remote control,

Their mission is peaceful. The visitors contemplate settling on this planet.

These visitorg are human-like but much larger in size.

They are NOT excarnatc sarth people, but come from their own world.

They do NOT come from any "planet" as we use thz word, but from an etheric
planet which interpenetrates with our own and is not perceptible tc us.

The bodies of the visitors, and the craft also, automatically "matcrializen
on entering the vibratery rato of our dense matter. (Cp. "apports.")

The disks possess a type of radiant energy, or a ray, which will easily
disintegrate any attacking ship. They reenter the etheric at will, and
so simply disappear from our vision, without trace.

THe region from which they come is NOT the ™astral plane", but corres -
ponds to the lokas or Talag. Students of csoteric matters will understand
these terms. INDE #

9. They probably eannot be regched by radio, but pr kiy can be by radar,if
a signal system can be devised for that rapianatu .1

\ /
alet \ N &= :
= e give information end. warning, and can do no more. LetNthe newcomér's bc
treated with every kindness. Unlcss the disks are ng 1, a eftiation gftatens
with which our culturc and seience are incapable o Qg:alirg. A heoavy responsibil-
11ty rests upon the few in authority who are able to und lers tand=~4hes matter

/ p//’ lhika““ Layne

|3615 b £ Prace
San'Diego, California

-
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IASH FROM SFRAN

L/L}i RECTOR FBI AND
1)
FLYI! {;K

12, SAN l J\Flvl

a'n’..‘l|u T-Ir\l. -_'I.J.T ok 3
KNOWN BY HIM AND

SEC
p
(¥

A

M

‘ P . Tolson
~/ . E. A, Tamm__

. Clegg
., Coffey
. Glavin '
. Ladd_ L~F
. Nichols ;.
. Rosen
. Tracy
. Carson
. Egan
. Hendon
. Pennington____
. Quinn Tamm__
. Nease

Miss Gandy_____

2=50 PM

oA = - A M oCADT A RIT
SEATTLE AND PORTLAND

JURITY MATTER=X. ' COl DONALD C. SPRINGER OF
0, ADYISED TODAY HE HAS NO FURTHER INFORMATION
TTLE OFFICE IS IN POSSESSION OF ALL INFORMATI

IS HANDLING THE L”Trﬁﬂihﬁ{T;QJ”n, WASHINGTON»

e 17 Lat)s

i
}

RCORD
8=9=47 Baqe E?‘ ‘1‘ MG

. ‘«EHTIL 1 h'/J XTLAND “\L.“I‘ SED \
If the inj nge copddined in the above message is to be disseminated

outside
order to protec

t is suggested that it be suitably paraphrased in
Bureau s coding systems.







ETANDARD FORM NO. 84 ‘ ’

O]j'ice Memomndz&m e UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

August 1, 1947
FROM

SUBJECT:

re etter received from the captio
tmarked July 12, 1947, concerningflying sau

RECORDED

~wD
0 ;\,\\:..\11







FBI PORTLAND 8=11-47 1-17 PM PST KAM
«ﬁEcwR URGENT 3\/)!/

FLYINC DISCS. SECURITY MATTER DASH X. ONE_RED' {ATFIELD, ?ORE@“ NAVY

PILOT AND PRESENTLY AIRPORT MANAGER, MYRTLE CREEK, - OREGON, REPORTS
SEEING A MYSTERIOUS OBJECT ON TWO OCASIONS THE EVENING OF AUGUST SIXTH
WHILE FLYING AT ABOUT FIVE THOUSAND FEET ABOVE MYRTLE CREEK. HATFIELD
BE INTERVIEVWED,

BOBBITT
END

5-18 PM OK FBI WASH DC GAR







* STANDARD FORM NoO. 64 . ‘
Ve

S Oﬁice Memamndum e UNITED ¢{..._._3 GOVERNMEN

DATE: August 12, 1947

SUBJECT: §LYING DISCS
SABOTAGE

Reference is made to Bureau Bulletin No. 42, Series 1947,
dated July 30, 1947, Section (B), which advises that all reports
concerning flying discs should be investigated by field offices.

Prior to the receipt of these instructions, two instances
were called to the attention of this office concerning flying dises.
One report was received July 7, 1947, the details of which are set
forth in Milwaukee letter to the Bureau dated July 8, 1947, entitled,
"Flying Discs or Saucers, Miscellaneous, Telephone Call from Mr.
Fletcher at the Bureau at 8:30 a.m., 7-7-47." No investigation was
conducted concerning this report.

The second report was received by this office at 1:20 p.nm.
July 11, 1947, from Lieutenant Colonel HARRY W. SCHAEFEX, who is in
charge of the Civil Air Patrol of Wisconsin, an auxiliary of the
Army Air Forces. On that occasion Colonel SCHAEFER, calling from
Black River Falls, Wisconsin, telephonically advised this office that
an object in the shape of 2 digc, nineteen inches in diameter had been
found July 10, 1947, by one SIGHHANSON, city electrician on the Jackson
County fairgrounds, near Black River Falls, Wisconsin, about 3:30 p.m.
The disc might be made of a substance such as cardboard covered by a
silver airplane dope material. The contraption has a small wooden tail
like a rudder in the back and inside of the disc is what appears to be
an RCA photo-electric cell or tube. Also inside the disc is a little
electric motor with a shaft running to the center of the disc, At one
end of the shaft is a very small propeller. In Colonel SCHAEFER's
opinion that contraption might possibly have been made by some juvenile.
Colonel SCHAFFER stated that he desired to return the contraption to
Milwaukee and eventually turn it over to the Army Air Forces, but that
the finder, SIG HANSON, apparently wanted to get some publicity on his
find and wanted it returned to him.

This information was telephonically called to the attention
of Assistant Director De M, LADD of the Bureau on July 11, 1947.

Subsequently, SAC H. K. JOHNSON telephoned Colonel FRED SIEBERT
in charge of Counter Intelligence, Fifth Army, Chicago AC of S G-2
Headquarters Fifth Ammy, East Hyde Park Avenue, Chicago, Illinois, who
stated he would contact Colonel SCHAEFER of Black River Falls, Wisconsin.

No further investigation was conducted in this matter.




Director
8-12-47

The above constitutes the only two instances in which
this office was contacted concerning flying discs. Unless contrary
instructions are received from the Bureau, this office does not
contemplate taking any further action in connection with the above
two cases, but will fully investigate all future reports concerning
flying discs,.

JGF/dde
98~0




Auvgust 5, 1947

Mr. Fred Ri\Reibold
2315 Himebaugh Avenue
Omaha, Nebraska

Dear Mr. Reibold:

I wish to acknowledge receiptfof your letter post-

marked July 10, 1947, together with its enclosure.

Inasmuch as the information which you furnished is
of interest to the War Department I have taken the liberty of
furnishing it to that agency for their consideration.

Sincerely yours,

John Edgar Hoover
Director

WCORPED
«
¥DEXED / -
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ARIZONA.
1 July 1947

MEMORANDUM FOR THE OFFICER IN CHARGE:

On 8 July 1947, this Agent obtained pictures of unidentifiable
objects, (Exhibits 1 and 2) from the managing editor of the Arizona
Republic newspaper. The pictures were taken by Mr, William Rnosds,
h333 N uth St., Pho.n.lx, m.oﬂ‘. at sunset, on T J‘l’ m"o The

UNIDENTIFIABLE OB ECTS,
WILLIAMS FIH.D, CHANDLER,

Subject objects flew at unconceivable speeds, making three circles in

the vicinity of Mr, Rhoads' home., The pictures were taken with
a box camera, slze 620, The photograph (Exhibit 1) was taken as the
object passed in front of Mr, Rhoads, and Exhibit 2 as the object

turned towards ¥r, Rhoads, The height of the object was estinmated at

1000 feet.

AGENT'S NUTES: See Exhibits 1 and 2, photographs of unidentifiable

objects, enlarged approximately 20 times. No further reports have been

received by this office of objects seen by military persomnel.

Lyan. C. Aldrich, Special Agent, BIC - AAF, FDTRC

,...___,.,_..__......_..___._ - -
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333.6 1D

- SUBJECT:

-_llld.n

HEADQUARTERS FOURTH AIR FORCE
Office of the Assistant Chief of Staff, A-2
* Intelligence
Hamilton Fleld, California

Investigation of "Flying Dises"

Special Agent in Charge, FBI, U. S, Lept of Justice, Suite 426,

4 August 1547

111 Sutter Street, San Francisco 4, California.

Inclosed herewith is information copy of MOIC and newspaper
olipping re subject.

WILLIAM R, GRAHAM

1ls MOIC Sorensen 7 Jul 47. 5
2+ Newspaper olipping dtd
5 Jul

47.

Major, Alr Corps
Deputy AC of §, A-2

_ oy
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From the Orog‘bn" Journal - continued.

MORE SEEN LATER,

Several late flighis of objects over Portland were repotrted Friday
afvernoons Ge As “vans, 35435 SW Macadanm avenue, said he saw three fly A
east aoross the Willlawette river uear the Ress Island Lridge about 2 peme

The objJects did not appear high, he sald, and were traveling so fast
thev, appearing in the west, they wore cut of sight in the east in two o
four seconds. o sald they resembled metellio disks glinting in the sunlight.

later, ho sall, he and nelighbors saw a single disk-like cbject flying
north fer away and very highe : :

A% 4130 pems, ¥rs. Lawrence J, Hayward, 6124 NT 21st Avenue, reported
sighting a disk "like a new dime flippin: arcund” in the air over the Sandy
district. She said it seemed to beo moving slowly.

PAPER RECOVERED.

Thomas V. Dwyer, 1232 N& 59th Avenue, said he sighted two white or
silver objects flyin; southeast hijh over Portland & few minutes before
6 pems He reported another, hesded northeast, over his home at 5130 Pemy

Co Jo Bagne, Tigard, reported thet four disks flew past Yount Jofferson

at about 1l a.m. while he was driving near Rednmond. Al
Shermen Cook, 2000 KT 054h avenue, recovered from Nose City golf course
& ploce of paper he seid had fallen from a grest heizht in the sky. Time of

its fall coincided with some of the reports of flying disks, The peaper, of
low quulity, memsured 235 x 36 inches.

SILVERED DISKS, DROPPED BY PLANE,

EUGENE, July § =(AP)= A Fugene reilrosd cashier suid Friday he saw

sllvered disks being dropped out of a light sirplane flying over this olty.

Te Fo Smith, Rt 2, Tugene, an assistant oashier for the Southerm Pacifie
Bellroad, said he was driving on e Bugeno street whon ==

actat ol o e

O e A

Gl ol lal T2




o m e e e e

B e ar pamte e

e - R ——— ey T — e ——— e e e

f = T o "N
o FEALD NI ELA _
v 7 CO}JFluui\ Lks s g

FROM THE OREGON JOURNAL = § July 1947, Portland, Ore.

AIRLINES CREW CONFIRMS REPORTS OF FLYIKG DISKS: FIVE SPOTTED.

Circumstential reports of flying disks in the sky Priday ecame from
the erew of a United Airlines plane over Boise, Ideho, end a comst guards-
man neer Seattle, 2s well as from Portland area police and eitiszens.

Ze¢ J¢ Smith, captain of the airliner, told United Press that he
sighted five "somethings" which were "thin end smoot: on the bettom and
rough eppearing on top." The objects sppesred agairst the sunset shortly
&rter the plene took off at 2:04 pem., he said, -

“We saw them clearly,” he reported. "We followed them in & north-
westerly directien for sbout 45 miles. Finally the objects diseppeared.
fie were unable to tell whether they outspéd us or disintegrated.

FOT AIRCRAFT.

"We csn't say whether they were saucer=-like, oval or anything else,"
the ocaptain said, "but whatever they wers, they were not another aircraft,
nor were they smoke or clouds.”

in Seattle, Coast OGuardsman Frank Ryman, 27, reported to United Press
that he smapped o plebure Irom the frout poroh of his home whioh showed a
*white ssucer" flying over the north end of lake Washington.

Aeme Nawe Pletures, New York City, said = 7x9 imch print of the photo-
graph showed two tiny dots, one of which was a flaw in the printe .

Don Metealfe, 19, Oake Amusement park employe, reported thet he saw
several objests "like spinming dlsks” in the sky Friday. (e sald several
pienickers, including a woman pilet notieced them.

In Vancouver, Wmsh., Sheriff's Deputiee John Sullivan, Clarenece
MoKay and Fred Krives heard the Portland pelice redic broadeast and wran
out of the shoriff's office to look at the sky. Over Portland, three to five

~ miles away, Sullivan said, they saw 20 to 30 objects "like a Plight of geese”

They heard a low humming sound.
OTHERS DOUBIFUL,

Cole Gy Ry Dodson, commender of the Oregon national guerd, made an
inspestion of this area from the alr after the disks were reported here.
He said he saw nothing "suspicious.”

~ Only kmown militery airplanes in the air at the time of the reports
were 23 B-29 bombers near Astoria,

Despite all the reports, at least two persons remained unconvinced
of the existence of the diskss Al P, Sanford, Holgate moorege, gave his
opinion that the objeots were cottonwood blossoms.

Burl Nollseh, €4, of 6604 N, burrege avenue, telephoned the Journal
%o berate the nowspapers for"perpetuating a hoaxe" e said he saw objects in
the gky sbout a minute after en eirplane pessed over his houses 7To him the
objects looked like bite of eluminum foil, perhaps cigarette wrappers.
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Diek Remkin Tells Of 0dd Adrerafts i

Nore reports of "flying flapjacks™ turned up Tednesday, one from
no less then Dick “anicdn, brother of the late Tex Rankin, snd himself an
experienced pillot of more than 7000 heura' flying time.

Rankin, wiho is recovering from an old back injury received in an
astouobile accident, eane to Portland over the weekend to spend the summer.
He sew the "silver saucers" over Bakersfield, Cal., Jume 23, while lying |
on the lawn sun bathing, he teld The Oregonian. : !

"I hesitated uo say mieh alout them,” Rankin said, "wntil I noticed !
all the hullabaloo in the papers. I puszled over their strange shape for |
& while and finally conoluded that they were the nevy's now XPSU-]l flying b :
flapjacks, which are thin and round, with twin propellers and stubby tail."

ONLY ONE XPSU-1 BUILT.

The navy and the manufasturer have announced offisielly that only
one such machine was bullt and that it never left Comnecticut, - <

'mupm-mnmgmg.mmm.mmm : e
about 300 or 400 miles an hour. I first counted ten of them in '
golag northe About 2115 P.Y, they returned on the reverse course, headed
south, but there were only seven in the formation. i

"They were not weaving or bobbing in formations I eouldn't make out |
the number or location of their propellers and couldn's distinguish any
wings or tall. They appeared almost round. They looked like piotures of
the nawy's flying flepjeck,” Rankin said.

Rankin, who plans to spend the summer here at 834 N, E. Ste,
is now able to resume a little flying for fun, but not s he
saide Je now operatos a string of aute courts, spending his winters at
Palm Springe.

TWO DEGCRIPTIONS CMECK,

Rankin's deseoription of the mysterious serial objects agrees with
thet of Kemneth Armold, Boise, Idaho, dusiness man, who first reported them

over the Stete of Washington, exoept that Armold clocked them at sn estima=
ted 1200 miles an hour, :
Other reports came Wednesday from Astorims Jack Hayes, patient in
S6. Vary's hospital there, sald he sew two of the dises Monday flying southe
west at a rapid speed and that they vanished bohind the hillse
¥re. Earl Seado, Fort Stevens, said she ssw.e dise treveling nerth ’
over Fort Stevens Tuesday noon, and thet other observers saw the object.
The srmy at Fort Stevens and the cosst puard at nearby Peint Adams did
not see the dises. 3 ; _
The report of a Cemtralia, Wash., man Wednesday coineided in matter of
time with the original report mads by Armold. Sidmey B, Oallagher of Combra—
lia said he saw nine aluminumehued objests flying morth at 3 PN, June 24,
) He was working 11 miles scathwest of Mineral, Wash., at the time. [ g L
| e S AVONRTTINTTINTONT G ¥ & e
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FPROM THE OREGON JOURNAL - 6 July 1947, Portland, Ore.

|
"PROWL CARS SPOT DISKS IN SKY HERE" . !

hatever they are, there are some disk-like objeets flying sround .!
in she sky. - 3

Or else oight Portland area policemen end deputy sheriffs who !
sighted the objects Friday, numerous private citizens, the crew of a
United Adr Linos plane over Yoise, Ideaho, and a coagtzuvardsmen who olaims
%o have photographed one near Seattle, are all wrong.

In Portland the slert was sounded over police redio at 1306 pems
Fridey, after the Last Side sSation received a scors of calls that the disks

wore overhead. Within seconds, two prowl cars reported spotting the mys=
‘t.r':,' eraft.

FLASHES SEEN, NOISE LACKING,.

: First to report in were Pa.rclmen Valter Lissy and Robert Ellis in

] Car lo. 82, who stopped near UVaks Fark. Both World Wer II weteraans and

; eivilian pilois, they sigated shree of the objects within 30 seconds Srav-
eling at great lheight und speed over the park. They reported they heard neo

@ engine noises but saw flashos. The objects seemed erratic and

. direotion of flighte The patrolmen agreed that without lmowledge of the

‘ size of the objeots it would be impossible to judge their speed or altitude.

] Patrolman Larl Patterson in cer lo. 13 stopped at SE 82d avemue and :

! Foster road to look emstward from where the disks were reported. Telephone

| calls located thom coming cut of the sun. He saw nothing, but m few seconds

‘ later observed one coming out of the west and heading soutiwest. The oraft

|

seomod to Do wluainua or ogpshell white and didn't flash or reflect light,
he saids

SR SCaat S Sl i AR AT I RRBAS M R SIS

f OBJECTS UNIDENTIFIED.

. A former aircorps veteran, he said the object was unlike any plane
‘ he'd ever seen. He thought it eppeared radio=controlled becsuse the disk
could change direction at a 90-degree sngle without difficulty.
Members of the harbor patrol at the foot of NW Irving street stepped
out when they heerd the all-ear alert., Capt. K. A. Prehn, Harbor Pilot,
Ae To Austed and Patrolmen K. C, Hoff all saw the objeots and said they
appeared to be going south high over the Globe mills at terrific speed.
Capte Prehn said the flashes kept them from ascerteining whether there were ;4
' three or six. .
"The disks would oseillate and sometimes we would see a full disk,
Lhen & halfemoon shape, then nothing at all,” he reported. The ob jeets

dooked more like & shiny chromium hub cap off a car which wobbled, dissppeared
and reappeared.”

There was a plane in the sky at the itﬁm‘-ﬁ'ﬂé—iﬁ?
4 the disks were not planes. : BN i
'  EDLRAL BUREAU GF INVESTHGATION
U. 8. DEV TMEANT L7 '“STICE
AUG T 1947
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UNEXPLAINED FLYING DISCS
7 July 1947

S« This sagent interviewed W, A. Lissy and D. V. Ellis, both Patrolmen,
Portland City Police Department and both possess private pilots licenses.
Both officers advised that upon hearing the rsdio salert, they saw three flat
round disos, having a white color to thems These dises were, mccording to
these officers, flying at a terrific speed in s Southerly direction sway from
Portland, They desoribed them as flying in e straight line formation, the
last disc fluttering very rapidly in a side way arc. They further advised
the disos were equally spaced and kept in formation. Both officers estimated
the disos altitude at 40,000 feets They saw no evidence of any motivating
powers and vapor trails or smoke trails. Both officers stated these discs
wore traveling so fast, they were out of sight before any deteailed observa-
tion could be made, or eny sound could be heard.

AGENT'S NOTE: All informants mentioned herein are known to this agent as
very dependadble and trustworthy officers, not being affliocted with halluel-
nationss The weather in the Portlend erem at this time was clear with little
or no oloud formations being visable from the ground. Oround temperature at
this time was 82 degrees Fahrenhelt.

Keith A, Sorensen, S/A CIC, Sixth Army

G Gt e———
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USEXPLAINED FLYING DIsC3 ‘:
7 July 1947 ;

MEMORANDUM FOR THE OFFICER IN CHARGE:

1. A% 1305, 4 July 1947, & radio alert was issued via the Portland
City Police HAadio, advising all cars and listeners that some fast flying
objocts were in the alr over Portland and viocinity. Upom contacting the
redio dispagcher, this agent was advised that Kemneth A, Nolowell, Patrole
man, Portland City Poliee Department, residing at 516 S, E. Bush Street, :
Portland, Oregon, on duty at Precinot #'l, Portland City Police, Sou |
Morrison at 10th Avenue, had ocalled in advising the dispatcher of the |
Ohj'“..

2. This agent interviewsd Officer MoDowell who siated at approximately
1505, 4 July 1947, he was on duty at Preoinot #1, and was in the parking let
back of the Police Station, feoding the pldgeons. At this time the pidgeons |
boosme very excited over something and fluttered in the alr all at onee. ';
Officer Volowell stated in lookin- around to see what had disturbed them, he ',
saw five lerge dises in the eir to the Fast of Portland two dises flyimg South .;
snd three flying in en Fasterly direction. Officer MeDowsll stated he sould |
determine no color to the dises, but advised they were dipping im an up and l
down oseillating motion and were traveling ot a great speed. He wns unable i
to rive an estimete of the speed or altitude of these dises as they were out '
of sipght before any detailed observation could be made. Officer MoDowell ade
vised he notified the Police Radio who immediately broadeast an slert. Officer |
MeDowell advised he saw no indieation of sny motivating foree or heard any ‘.
sound coming from these disos and could give no desoription other thanm round. |

%s This sagent interviewed Sergeant Claude Cross, Oragon 35tate Poliee :'
Officer on duty at Distriot Number 1 Station, Milwsukie, Oregone Cross |
stated uron hearing the redio alert he went outside and upon looking im an i
Festerly direction he saw three dises "ollowlng each other at &n undetermined !
altitude and at a terrific speed, traveling in a Northwesterly direotions
Cross advised he noticed & whitish brown glint to these objects as the sun
reflected from thems Cross was unable to give any other desoription nor could
he judge the objeots speed or sltitudes No sound was made by the objeets.

4e This agent interviewed farl I, Patterson, Patrolman, Portland City
Police Lepartment, and residing at 124 Southeast 13th Avenue, Portland, Oregon,
Pattorson advises he was a former Alr Corps pilot during the war. Ne stated |
that the time the radio alert sounded, he was at Southeast 82nd and Foster |
Road, Portland, and upon getting out of his car he sew oms dise flying in a
Southwesterly direetion over Portland. Patterson advised this dise was alumi- .-
num in eolor, left no vapor trail or smoke trail and was traveling at a terrie
fiec speed, faster than he has ever seen any flying objeet before. Patterson
further advised, although not knowing the exact sisze of the objeoct it is diffi-
oult to detérmine the altitude, he estimates itis altitude at 30,000 feet.

| U aRAL B A AL va s e
Pattorson further advised the flying disq -uécﬂnho'ly some inéf.- |
eraft but he could not give any further desorigtion as _:'
vation diffioult. He heard mo sound emitted b% the f1 ob !

! |
Keith A. Sorensen, 5/A CIC, Sixth Army .s N A
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